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This summer, according to the same report, he visited 

Bajour, the Utman Khel country, and Buner preaching the 

necessity of waging war against all enemies of the faith. He is 

supposed to have been in league with Hajab-ud-din, the notorious 

mullah of Hadda, whose fanatical hostility to the British 
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the Fakir began giving out that he has  stand  thAbout the 

heavenly hosts with him, that his mission was to turn the British 

off the Malakand and out of Peshawar, as our rule of  years 

there was up. He claimed to have been visited by all deceased 

fakirs, who told him the mouths of our guns and rifles would be 

closed and that our bullets would be turned to water; that he had 

only to throw stones into the Swat river, and each stone he threw 

would have on us the effect of a gun. 
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On that day he took the final step which brought about the 

rising. He claimed to be inspired to work miracles; the Heavenly 

Hosts were, he said, on his side; and he announced that with or 

without help from his listeners he would sweep our troops from 

Chakdara and the malakand in eight days. His excited appeals to 

the fanaticism which exists in every pathan were responded to in 

a manner little short of marvelous: his progress from Landakai to 

Thana and thence to Aladand, both villages in view of Chakdara 

post, must have been a triumphal one; the villagers flew to arms 

our levies hastily retired, except such as joined his standard all 

the headmen, with one solitary exception, were carried away by 

the popular enthusiasm, and by nightfall a resolute body of 

tribesmen were on the move to attack the Malakand, while 

another party turned their attention to Chakdara. The mullah had 

roused the whole valley, and his standard afterwards became the 

rallying point for thousands of fighting-men from Upper Swat, 

 Buner, the Utman Khel country, and even more distant parts. 
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Sartor, induced by Afghans, prepares for another raid on the 

instant Gulshahzada Miangul (who of late years has become  th

very friendly and even received the Political Agent as a guest in 

his sanctuary at Saidu) sent word that he had heard the Fakir had 

reached Azzi Khel country with his lashkars and expressed his 

willingness to do anything that was required in the matter. Swat 

was of course instantly alive with excitement, and it seemed best 
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to take the khans as frankly into our confidence as we had the 

Khans of Dir. 
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To the difficulties of fully explaining the origin of the 

unprecedented outbreak. What was the lever which moved the 

“mad fakir.” Was it fanaticism pure and simple? If not who was 

responsible for the laying of the train and for the preliminaries 

which ended in the convulsion around the British outposts? 

still remained unanswered.These questions  
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The Sartor Fakir next departed Northwards, sending, as a 

Parthian shot at Gulshahzada, a sealed letter to me stating that he 

had been forbidden to go on by Nakashband Khan, and that it 

was for his sake and not the Miangul’s that he had given up his 

plans. 
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