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Joe Cribb (partlll)
Teil : drei
Das Pantheon der Kushana —Konige

Die Buddha minzen scheinen parallel zu
Ausgaben mit anderen Gottern gepragt worden
zu sein. Das Pantheon der Kushana —Konige

Waherend der Regierungszeit Huvishkas bleibt
es gangige Praxis,viele verschieden Gotter
darzustellen .9 Anfang sind auf seinen
Kupfermiinzen

Die Haupt gotter Kanishkas vertreten .aber zur
Mitte seiner Regierungzeit werden Ardoxsho
,Pharro und Oesho wichtigsten

Motive. Auf einigen seltenen Ausgaben dieser
Zeit taucht der griechische Gott Herakles auf ,
im BaktrieschenErakile genannt,der vermutlich
Oeshondarstellen sollte ,Gegen Ende seiner
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Regierungszeit sind Miiro und Mao die
Hauptmotive auf den Kupfermunzen. Auf seinen
Gold miinzen verwendet er,mit Ausnahme von
Mozdooan o,dieselben Gootter wie Kanishka

Jfihrt jedoch verschiedene andere ein:
Ashaeixsho (Ashavahishta,derGeist der
Wahrheit) lamsho (Koniglicher jama

Yama ,Gott des Todes),Oanindo ,0axsho,auch
Oxsho geschrieben (Waksh,der fliissgott des
Oxus)Oron (ein  weitere Fluss got,nicht
identifiziert,) Ormozdo (Ahuramazda,die
Hochste Gottheit des Zoroastrismus,),Rishti,
auch Rishto geschrieben (Rashnu,Gottin der
Verteidigung),Shaoreoro (Shahrevar,Gott der
Koniglichen Macht: und Tiero . Zwei
Goldminzen von Huveshka zeigen Oesho in
Verbindung mit einer weiblichen Gotheit,die
eine mit Nana in der Rabatak- Inschrift Ommo
mit Nana gleichgesetzt.

Drei weitere Hindu- Gotter sind auf
Huvishkas Minzen dargestellt,Maaseno
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( Mahasena ) Skando Komaro(skanda Komara
und Bizago (Visha ka). Obwoh! sie als
eigenstandige Gotter presentiert
werden,stehen ihre Naman spater im
Hinduismus alle mit dem Krigsgot Karrtikeya in
Zusammenhang ,ihr Abbild auf den Miinzen
stellt eindeutung eine Verbindung unter ihnen
her,zudem werden sie auf der Riickseite einer
Minze gemeinsam dargestellt,und Skando
Komaro und Bizago werden in der Rabatak —
Inschrift als Pendants der lIranischen Gotter
sroshardo und Narasao bezeichnet. Die Indische
Gottheiten auf dem  Minzen sollten
offensichtlich die Iranischen Gotter
reprasentieren.

Bei einer Gottheit auf den minzen von
Huvishka ,Srapo ,scheint es sich dem Namen
nach um den Grichisch-agyptischen Snnengott
Serapis zu handeln. Eine Minze zeigt ihn auf
einem Thron ,mit einem K orb auf dem Kopf
und einem Zepter in der Hand , so wie Serapis
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oft in der Hellenistischen und Romischen Kunst
dargestellt wird .Neueste Forschun gen deuten
aber darauf hin ,dass der gott Sarapo ,obwohl
sein Bildnis aus dem hellenistischen Agypten
stammt ,eigentlich iranischen Ursprungs sein
konnte,ein Aspekt des Miiro als gottlicher
Die me isten Beschtenutzer des Konigreichs. 10
Gotter auf den Minzen von Kanishka und
Huvishka lassen sich anhand der aufschriften
leicht identifizieren . Offenbar wurde die
Beschriftung der Bildnisse von den romischen
Minzen Ubernommen, die seit der frihen
Kushana —Zeit importiert wurden.11 In
seltenen Fallen lassen sich Gotterdarstellungen
der Kushanas als exakte Kopien Romischer
Minzmotive erkennen ,wie z.B. die behelmte
Figur des Rishti / Rishto 12 mit Speer und
Schild ,sowie die geflligelte Gottin Oanainda auf
Huvishkas Minzen ,die auf Darstellungen der
Gottinnen Athene und Victoria auf Miinzen
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des romischen Kaisers Antoninus Pius (138-161
n. chr. ba sieren.

Anmerkunggen

9- Das vollstandigste Verzeichnis von Kushana-
Minzen bietet Goble 1948.

10-Bivar 1988,5.11-17.

11-Zum allgemeinen Verhaltnis zwischen
Kushana —Minzen und romischen Miinzen
siehe Goble 1968,S. 103-113.

12- Grent 1984,5.253-262.



CHAPTER VII
ECONOMIC LIFE

in the early centuries following the Christian era witnes-
tindusb:ial.oommetcialandmaritimeactivity The or-
; ofthepro!essionalandtradcinwmlntognﬂdsenm-
ection from undue competition and production at consider-
e. In terms of modern concepts, the private sector was
ed and fairly active, in producing items for exports. This
from the account left by Pliny and the anonymous writer
‘Periplus’ who have referred to intense trade between India
‘western world. The former also refers to India’s favour-
nce from exports and he warns his countrymen against the
m«!lururleaforwhlehthenomslndtomhuvny

insaipﬁonsm&ertotndechannelaintheommtrynndthe
of the caravans of merchants with their goods from nor-
nd to the ports on the western coast, despite the hazardous
ficult terrain in the way with not very smooth lines of com-
The risk involved in such journeys was worth the pro-
ed. Northern India was connected with the north-west as
join the famous inland silk-trade route between China and
Traders coming from Taxila to Varanasi are noticed in lite-
TherefueneetoBakampatxintherecord of the time of
a, and in several others are indicative of communication be-
diﬂerentpartsotﬂ:efarﬂungxuuhlmempireforpoli
ative and economic considerations.
e impartanee given to trade and cottage industries—did not
Jand economy in Indian life. In fact, agriculture still
back bone of the country’s economy. The production in
€ - is expected to be sufficient for meeting the domestic needs.
_calamities and drought at that time could have played havoc
ence of any external aid, and the literature of this period no-
‘economic contingency and suggests ways and means to over-
The references to weights and measures and several vari-
gold coins—some equivalent to the Roman aurei—point to
i ity of meeting the requirements of the people in a deve-
ed economy, and also for enduring a fair and honest deal in ex-
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ternal trade. The manifold aspects of Indian economic life under
the Kushanas may be studied under different heads. Some data
from the records of the western Kshatrapas might equally be useful,
along with the information from the literature.

Guilds:—Guilds are characterised as organisation of industries or-
professional interests on a set pattern. Although noticed much earlier
in the Jatakas,' the list of guilds given in the Mahdvastu? is diffe-
rent from that of the traditional number—eighteen given in the Jata-
kas. A few guilds are also noticed in the inscriptions® of western India
of the Andhra-Kshatrapa period. An inscription of the Kushina
Period* mentions only two, one of which the samit@kdra is also in-
cluded in the Mahavastu list. It is, therefore, presumed that the
other ones might have been in existence as well. The list of the
guilds given in this Sanskrit-Buddhist work is as follows:—

Goldsmiths (sauvarnikas-hairanyakas), makers or sellers of
cloakes (pravarika-pali-pavirikas), jewel splendeders (manipras-
tarakas), perfumers (gandhikas), oilmillers (tailikas), makers of pots
for storing ghee (ghrita kundikas), makers of molases (golikas), curd
makers (dadhikas), cotton cloth makers (kdrpisikas), makers of can-
did sugar (khanpda-karakas), sweet meat confectioners (modaka
karakas), wheat-flour dealers (samita karakas), grinders of barley
meal (Saktu-karakas), fruit dealers (phalavanijas), dealers in roots
(mila vanijas), flour grinders (chirna kuttakas), dealers in perfumed
oil (gandhatailakas), provision dealers (attavdnijas). Besides these
eighteen, a few more are noticed—Weavers (kolikanikiyas)®, potters
(kulairikas)’, workers dealing a hydraulic engines (audayantri-
kas)8, corn dealers (dhamiikas)®, bamboo workers (vasakaras)‘°~
and braziers (kamskdaras)!! [

Some evidence regarding the organisation of these guilds and
their activities is afforded by the records. The head of the guild |
was called Sreshthin'?—but there is no reference to his powers which
he was supposed to exercise over the members of the guild. An
earlier reference from the Vinaya Text'® mentions him as an arbi-
trator in the disputes of individual members: These guilds accepted
permanent deposits (akshayanivi) and carried out the duties assigned
to them in the deed of stipulation. The Mathurd record'* of the
vear 23 records two deposits of 550 Purinas with two guilds of (Sami- |
tikara—and probably dhasiiika) with the condition that out of the ;
interest that acerued from month to month (mdsinumdsam), a hun-
dred Brahmins were to be fed in the alms-house, and some provision
was to be left for the indigent and the poor. It is not certain if the f
guilds charged some remuneration for the services rendered, or it
was a free service to encourage pious and religious deeds. The en-
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L'grusting of a substantial amount of money with these guilds, speaks
‘of their economic stability. otherwise a foreigner would not have
entered into transaction with a shady concern.

~ Businessmen & Traders:—Two types of businessmen & traders
 are noticed—one with a stationery interest in shops, and the other
“ones which were mobile in their economic pursuits. The former were
known as Vanik, while the latter were Sarthav@ha'® as they moved
in caravans, while the more enterprising ones with maritime interests
‘were called Sarthavahamahasamudrivatirna'®. The shop keepers
til'm‘le their living by buying and selling products (Kraya-Vikrayana)
in their shops.’” The trading class included bullion dealers engaged
' in counting money and gold pieces (dhanarm hiranyai ganati).'® The
gold asseyer was called heraifiika'®. The money lender (éreshthin)
Eilso belonged to this group. He lent money (yoga-prayoga) and
charged interest (prayoga) for the same?2°, According to the Milin-
dapaiiha the grant of loan was made through a negotiator (insadha-
ka)21. If the borrower (inagahaka) failed to repay his debt, it caused
bliim harassment (inattd)?2 with such consequences as are not un-
‘known. Besides these bankers, there were cloth dealers (dussi-
ka)?5, Their stock included fine pieces of woven stuff (dussa-
ﬁfdfanam) imported from Kasi (Kasika-vastra)*. Dealers (krayi-
‘kas)25 also exchanged their merchant goods and the process was
‘known as pratipanya®®. The deposit of earnest money (avadranga)
is also referred to in the Divydvadana®T.

. The term vanik is noticed in a solitary inscription®® recording
the gift of Pusikanagapriya, a vanik’s wife. This term is used both
for shop keepers as well as for caravan traders by Asvaghosha?®
(bhrashthasya sirthad-iva-sarthikaya)®?. The caravan traders, popu-
larly known as sarthavdha under the guidance of their chief known as
Whavﬁha-jethaka% or pramukha)3'! covered long distances. Asva-
gh refers to the fate of a traveller separating from his caravan
‘.’ hrashthasya sarthad-iva-sarthikaya)®. The Lalitavistara®® refers
to caravans despoiled by robbers. Lines of communication being in-

», safe journey was possible only under an excellent guide3*
was supposed to be able (pandita), clever (nipuna), sagacious
dhavi) and well-acquainted with the different passages of the

35, The Milindapaiiha®® also refers to a caravan owner (sar-
dhasamo). It also mentions certain rules governing its regula-
The traders went at their own risk, they were expected to test
bility of the bamboo bridge before mounting on its7. The in-

\ders covered long distances, as for example between Tak-
Taxila) and Varanasi (Kasi)®8. The Avadana Sataka refers
- proceeding from the north to the south-(madhya-desad-
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vanijodakshinampathaiv gatah)®. In the Milindapaiha*C there is a.
reference to a merchant going to Pataliputra with five hundred wa-
gons. That indicates the prosperity and flourishing nature of their
business interests.

Besides these two classes of businessmen, there were seafaring
merchants (sirthaviha mahgsamudrgvatirna)®’. A merchant of this
class, generally invited companions with similar business interests
to accompany him by the call of a gong (ghant=avaghoshanam Kiri-
twm)*2. The Mahdvastu®® mentions merchants crossing over the
heavy seas on ships laden with merchandise. The same work“nlg’.;]
refers to the transhipment of goods from the ship to a boat, but this
was not free from risk. Asvaghosha refers to ships struck by the
waves (tarangabhihati)*®, and the winds (vatghat@)*. The pw
(niyyamakd)*7 exhibited his skill in difficult circumstances in sa ing
his boat from going against the stream.*® Warf and ferry dues (m
matarpanya)*® had to be paid before the ship (semudrayana pitra)
sailed with all the difficulties faced by these merchants, their enthu-
siasm did not abate. A safe return from the sea (vyuttishthati) or
(vyutpadyati)5® was a happy event in a merchant’s life. Accord-
ing to the Milindapaiihas', Indian maritime trade was not me
confined to costal sailings connecting Bengal (Vanga) with the co
mondal coast (Kolopattana), Sauvira (Sovira) and Surat (Surati
but Indian ships touched far off posts like Alexandria (Alasandai
and Takkola (Takkola) in the west, and China (Chinam) and Java
and Sumatra (Suvannabhiimi) in the east. The evidence from the
other side—Greek and Roman—especially from Pliny, the ‘Periplus”
and the finds of Roman coins—on trade and commerce between India
and the Occident would be considered later on in this chapter.

Dealers in items of Luxuries:—Although the term panik is com-
prehensive and could include all types of businessmen, but the in-
scriptions and literature have special terms for persons engaged
different economic avocations. Those dealing in articles of luxu
and decorations—include dealers in pearls (muttdratnam®-mukti-
ratnam), jewellers (manikira)s3, dealers in red sandal wood (lohita
chandanin)5*, dealers in all sorts of fineries who had formed them-
selves into a guilds ( sing@ra-vanijagananucharitam)®s. We might '
well include the perfumers (gandhika)®é in this class. The ga
makers (mdlikira)®7 could as well be classed here, although the
garlands might not be items of luxuries. The perfumers, garland
makers and jewellers had their own organisations in the period of
the Jatakas®®. In this period a few inscriptions®® record dedica-
tions by the female members of the perfumer class, and a solitary
record is associated with the dedication by a jeweller’s daughtes 50,
In two records from Amravati®!, and one from Pitalakhora®?, dona-
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s by the perfumers are recorded. The perfumers provided salve
lepana), paint (viseshaka), and ointment (afijana), although some
sparations might have been made at home.
ewels and jewelleries are noticed by Advaghosha and also by
‘writers. Pliny refers to jewel mines in India®?, and Asva-
, considers a person fool, who proceeding to a jewel mine should
the jewels and take always worthless cheap stones®®. In
«65 at least seven types of jewels are mentioned (saptama-
ya)—including, besides gold and silver (suvarna-ripya),
(vaidiirya), crystal (sphatika), red pearl (lohita muktd),
(asmagarbha) and coral (musaragalva)®®. Reference to the
of jewels into eight facets (| asht@msan) suggest the existence
er economic class of precious stone-cutters, but the evidence
point is wanting. In a record of dedication by the jeweller
ta at Kanheri®?, the donor mentions his native town Sopara.
er inscription refers to jeweller’s quarters in Sindh. These
es along with the information solicited from Pliny®® point
shing business of the jewellers. The Malakaras or garland
s are mentioned in two records®® of their dedications from
da; but the term is translated as ‘gardener’. It, however, ap-
ars that the florists who sold garlands were different from gardeners
e mentioned as @rdmika in the Avadana Sataka’. These
ons mentioned above catered mostly for the luxuries and
toilet of the aristocratic and high class, people. ‘These com-
d, besides the internal, a good external ‘market, as mentioned
iny with a word of warning to the Romans. The Milindapaiha
to guild of traders dealing in all sorts of fineries.
alers in Provision and Other Essentials:—The essential com-
s include cereals and other eatable products. Besides the
(samitakira), corn dealers (dhamiika), grinders of bar-
y ($aktukiraka) and flour-grinders (chiirna kuttaka) who had or-
| themselves into corporate bodies;”! there were several other
professions dealing in provisions or necessary ‘articles for
e preparation of food or ready food. These included hawkers of
rice (odanika), sellers of cakes (piwika), sellers of fishes (mac-
7__different from fishermen (bdlasika)’, dealers in mutton
ram)7* makers of molaeses (gudapichaka), dealers in honey
kiraka), sugar (sarkaravinija)™, sweet meat dealers (ukka-
)76, dealers in spices (gdndhika panika)”, and fuel shop
(kiashthabaniyyam)™® Other professions which could be
in this group were those of oil millers (tilapidaka), seasum
makers (tilakitaka), winnowers of grain (pavanendtthiyika)™.
in strong drinks were known as majjikas®, It appears from
e list that producers of certain articles were not sellers, as for







