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Arts and industries in the land of Khorasan
By: Professor, Abdul Jabar Abed
Abstract

Afghanistan Today, Ariana and Khorasan Yesterday, due to their
geographical location, were the cradle of civilizations such as the
Greeks, ancient China, India, the Arabs and Egyptians. With the
advent of the means of production, the acquisition of skills, and the
use of this tool, production began, and by working behind the
scenes, it was able to reach the peak of progress.

Evidence suggests that around Y,:++ BC, advanced industry
continued to exist in Afghanistan, including agriculture, irrigation,
and magnificent, powerful, and populous cities. In the first thousand
years BC, there were handicrafts, coins, medicine, astronomy,
textiles and metalwork that represent the high level of crafts of that
time. Afghanistan's industry flourished during the Western Kushan,
Timurid, and Ghaznavid eras. Thus, the civilization of neighboring
countries has also been added to the development of industries.

After the Arab invasions of Afghanistan and the spread of Islam
in this land, Ariana was named Khorasan, which had its own special
features in order to develop art and industry. Because Khorasan

was located in a special geographical location, the exchange of
\
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commercial property and products of different countries of the world
took place in the markets of Khorasan or was transferred to the east,
west or north. Craftsmen and artisans learned new things from
observing and seeing industrial works and used them in the
production of industries, as the works obtained from their work and
activities testify to this fact.
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Recent archaeological research
in Sarpol province

By: Professor, Ketab Khan faizi
Abstract

Afghanistan is a country with historical and cultural
antiquity and has placed unique artifacts in its heart.

One of the important field of this ancient region is Sar- e- pul
province.

In this research, the ancient sites that have surveyed and
registered by the team of Afghan archaeologists, and based to
the ceramic ology evidence. Its history has recorded to the
Bactrian, Kushans and Islamic periods.

In this article | present a discussion on the mentioned issue.
| hope be of interest to the cultural and artistic enthusiasts.
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The Sakyas before the Kushans supported Buddhism

By: Associate professor. Mohammad Anwar faiz
Abstract

The Sakais are of the same descent that lived beyond Amu or (Jihun) in
the Pazrik area of Sistan and the Sistan region, and they had culture, fine
arts and architecture, and they believed in Aryan religions. with the
Sarmatians and Wu-sun had good relations throughout history. and the
Saka group also had access to the trade and commerce in the north of Oxus
between Yaxart and the Tarim oases. Before they entered the Western
land, they believed in Aryan religions, at the time of their mastery after
Y £0 BC in the Western region, they gradually turned to Buddhism like the
Kushans, and Azes I, one of their powerful rulers, also turned to Buddhism
over time. They supported Buddhism and, like Kushan descendants and
Kushan rulers, helped in the construction of stupas and endow blessed
boxes. This can be seen clearly in the Viata inscription, and box of blessing
in stupa no Y of patients that include ¢ coins of Azis with other metals were
obtained confirms this issue.
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Sakamune satrulekema kesatraveua
Subhu- tika- Phtreua apra apraeaaia
Bahagineyena.

Y- dhatuve pradithavita upratithvita-pbvamini Pradasumin uthayi yramim
kasviyana bahdautana parighmmi sarva budha pujayita
sarva prasegasa budhara- lamtusavaka pnjayita sarve.

Y- purajaka puyayita imadhatuvi — pratithaveti sudha laharyayi daviliye
puthriehi caimdrasena menander emaia

¢~ im dravarmo stra.
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Some Citadel in Afghanistan
By: Prof. Esmatuulah Osmani
Abstract

Afghanistan, standing at the crossroads of major trade
routes, has a long and complex history. Its rich cultural
heritage bears the imprint of many traditions and known as
ancient country with long history in the region.

The first invasion on Ariana territory by different empires had
been defeated constantly. In addition, that made radiance of
Ariana to build citadel in order to defeat from not only own
territories but also conquered other emperies. After that, the
citadel has been changed into name of Balah-e-Sar in the
historical period tell now. Such as Citadel of Kunduz, Citadel
of Kabul, Citadel of Balkh and Herat...are the most famous
Bala-e-sar (historical buildings) in Afghanistan, which have
their own identity and values as historical monuments with

strategic locations in the region. Each of them was built to
Ty
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secure radiance of the region and connect other strategic
places for the better security built up. Today these building is
known as a historical monuments and some of them still has
the strategically point of view to use as zone security.

Key words: Citadel, Ariana, Immovable relics, Historical
Monuments
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Imported art in the ancient site of Fandaqistan
By: Resercher, Bibi Mah Mohammady
Abstract

The artistic phenomena of the ancient site of fandagistan have
many similarities with the neighboring lands, because human learn
from each other through war and trading relations and also effects
on artistic and cultural. Ancient site of fandagistan located on a
trade route which connected to the west through Bamyan on the
one hand was near the trade route between India and Balkh.
Therefore, the traces of this ancient site influenced by the imported
arts of neighboring countries. These arts created the most beautiful
traces of art in this area by mixing with native art and culture of this
area.
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The results of archaeological excavations in
the area (+ ¢ southern) of Mes Aynak, Logar
Province

By: mohammad Nasim Nuzhat

Abstract:

Logar is one of the central provinces of the country and a part of the Silk
Road route. This province has experienced various ancient and historical
eras and still holds the remnants of this spiritual heritage within its
expanse. Among these legacies, we can mention the ancient site of Mes
Aynak. This marvelous place, like other ancient sites in the country, has
been of significant importance, reflecting the passage of historical periods
and the course of cultural transformations. Archaeological research has
revealed clear evidence that Mes Aynak has passed through various
periods such as Kushan, Sasanian, and Hephtalite, and the area
(+ €)Southern) which is part of it also includes these stages. The

archaeological excavation and research of the area (- ¢)Southern) were
q.
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conducted between the years Y+ Y-Y+ Y4 AD, resulting in the discovery of
1¢¢ different complete and broken artifacts containing metal, ceramic and
stone, including copper coins, various agate beads, stone tools, human and
animal figurines (terracotta), various pottery vessels, a piece of glass, a
piece of gold ornaments, a bone instrument, and ¥4 architectural remains
including rooms, storage rooms, vestibule, factory, and back room, dating
back to the periods of Kushan and Sasanian from the ‘st to the Vth
centuries AD.
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' Author(s): Jonathan Lee
" Archaeologist, Ministry of information and culture in Afghanistan.
"W J.L. Lee and N. Sims-Williams, "The Antiquities and Inscription of Tang-i Safedak”,
Silk Road Art and Archaeology IX (Y++Y), pp. 14-) Y,
'" W. Ball, Archaeological Gazetteer of Afghanistan, Y vols. (Paris Y 1AY),
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'* M. Le Berre, Monuments pre-islamiques de I'Hindukush Central (Paris Y 2AY),

'* Visited by R. Kluyver of the Society for the Preservation of Afghanistan's Cultural
Heritage (SPACH) in September Y-+ +, see his Fortresses of the Hazarajat, unpublished
SPACH report (October Y+« +).

' Unless otherwise stated, all latitude and longitude readings are based on GPS
readings taken at, or near, the sites in question.
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" Kluyver, op. cit. Speculation regarding the dating and genre of the paintings has been
omitted.
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" Cf. the Ghulbiyan painting in the Gurziwan district of Faryab province which is
essentially a religious motif in which enthroned deities are surrounded by couriers (male
and female) petitioning the gods. On the left of the painting an archer is shown hunting
an ibex. Local people interpreted the scene as that of a king on his throne surrounded by
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courtiers passing judgment on his enemies, see F. Grenet and J.L. Lee, "New light on the
Sasanid painting at Ghulbiyan, Faryab Province, Afghanistan"”, South Asian Studies X1V
(Y49A), pp. Ye-Ae: F. Grenet, J.L. Lee and R. Pinder-Wilson, "Les monuments anciens
du Gorzivan (Afghanistan du nord-ouest)"”, Stlr IX (Y 4A+), pp. 18- .Y,

™ Ball, op. cit, vol. I, p. ).
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™ Cf. "Danistama" in Baghlan Province, Ball, op. cit., vol. I, p. Y¥, and vol. II, p. £€¥),
™ Le Berre, op. Cit., pls. 4+ f; )« ¢ d.

™ E.g. Qul-i Nadir near Bagram, Parwan Province, Ball, op. cit., vol. I, p. YYY and vol.
I, p. €Y,

" E.g. Kafir Qal'a in Ghandak, Le Berre, op. cit., pls. Yo ¢, Y1 a. The same design is
also found in the rooms at Kafir Qal'a, Saighan.
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* Le Berre, op. cit., pl. VYV a-d; pl. VYA a,
' Cf. "Qona Deh" in the Bamiyan valley; Le Berre, op. cit., A+ and pl. )+ 2.
** But not the most westerly Buddhist site in Afghanistan. There are a series of Buddhist
caves on the rock face on the right (north) bank of the Hari Rud river between Chisht-i
Sharif and Ubeh. Personal observation, February and April Y+ o,

Y¢o



Olimiladl ol Ll




¥y 0 (F,U sla Lo

a5 ouds Jaa> 95 4 S Al SBUI Gl 1 LS LY S

o3 oo Gl |y gl onls me (S

Sl 55y BBT Sl Sl 1plSls ¥ IS

VeV



5o ki 1o o azdll g Sy e Sl 1 S YY USS

(Pl Hlgs o0y Jled aleS (g9, (e €X0)
YEA



¥y 0 (F,U sla Lo
Ol (lgdy o s
irJ)’.g.w PRI
el 005 730 GPS Gledlbl o 1) ) ais tas b Oluo S
L0l ooij o)L;'sl a>Llw U"‘ 590 4O :).35.‘5 Jb
N JSKD) ole 8 S 0)0 (6999 5o (S a4 518 L e aals L

“5.“:4:5.\’

ol 00lad S Sl (ol 0y90 401 el g JU

AlBgas 431509, Cewly oo § b, & 555 Jlads Connd 10 a5 sl glas )8 g S
shlo a5 Sl loo)lie alids G )8 e o el oogad Comdge >l Ll
@i g 0591 09 ol o)lie Yoz a5 aisle g g s 00 g, S50S” cla SBLI
Olgie o b oylee o] 5l Liwsgy poye yols > 50 cuwl 0030,5 olw 390 L ooy lie
S oo oolain] Sllgas (6,100 Joxe

i%LQ.gc\.‘»’.&y».\\

€Y ax o YV Jlod aldl 5,0 a il Yo+ addo VY a0 V1 iaslw Oloo S

el 03,55 0,1 axLio ol 8,90 50 ¢ et g JU

¥ Darra-yi Sabzak
£t Kata su
£° Sukhta Chinar



L ladl iy Linsly
a 008 6,008 oylis 10 (eSS dsgazme Ky Lz aligu sl 43,3 s o

Y] sl 0y ol i) o5 opes gy 3o SzsS o 3Ll 5 aiilo Lyugh g
Lsﬁ).u Coww L) as le.mo)l:’.a (\ﬂhl JS.MJ) S| 0ogs @‘.59.’ LJ""T e L’}-’f“ > O)ULA L)"‘
G4 s g 4 0,500 YL olie 51 Syl 18 a8 YU g oy (el l,S)
- o o0 B oYL (6les g 51 31 gt W aylie cyal (T US) ol 0y 3l
ol 25l00us,8 slew 098 Lawgs ol 4 )l a9 JB1o il 4l o oy le Laigds

w)f )L.S oolaswl S)90 k-)l.)‘?.«.?' Lg)b..e‘i) J.?w Lﬁs )Lu| Coso J.?w POy h«o}; Lfbo)u.c

.Tuw 1

Coﬂapﬁ\nflls - N
CTITLI
.__{

s

-

_| S=
H

3
]
3

-— N
e

«—3m 4m l
+
'\ Arched doorway
To Chehel Burj

To Darra-yi ChBsht

S o dil O (el 4 4) Siled S 7k 1SSV E ISy

Yo



Lo
1S
s
G

.,
=

)

J

Yy

Ko 1
elo (E5OM B oW
>
...‘..
J
. ‘..
St S FoTe 10 9
7
ac
> o)L:m
S
C.
Kuss L
p)
&
o
S
. J
a o~
Ty
.o)o

Vo)



Olimiladl ol Ll

.o):'r.«o K9 o0 [ L;)IS”"L‘S L;Lm u*")-’ﬁ > dL" ul.a.u.u )Lo d.~>9.m AR JSv.d

1 6lolsgS 6,8 colyge N Y

AV aido gV ax 0 Ve g Jhb aldl ppe asliVor agdo £V ax o Ve 1luadse
(a2 (g9, 5l oad 8,5 ). (Bp5 all Jobo 4l

100,55 o)Ll Sliwl axles ol 8y50 50 e 9 L

w0, Bb g, Jod Gl Coond )0 Coys Hlaz dBgu 48 550 50 2llS o)
ol 98" gliwg, 3y ;0 USDMAN « + « + + yulisie ay glasds .ol 13 Sy o)
538 ol b o b9 0)90 Lol § axld Ylaisl a5 (lgns sl g ) 4l o

@ w2l L e g el o stz 4 Jlod Syl ol ol (Sl le 51 (S

1 Ghurab, Kukadayi Valley
* The colloquial form of Ghtirab, in Afghan Dari? ib ("water") is pronounced as au.
oY



¥y 0 (F,U sla Lo
Q"l )l ..x.,a)l., S92 od..)..bjf u.’)?u u_:)L.MJ L}.May a>Lw U"l LSLQO‘) (9 L)L’)'> IS \.L’o;
A8 sy Sl axLu

hanld 515 )Y

4z 80 Va0 Ve g Jlod ol (5,0 asl V0 azdo V) ax o VY tax Lo lpoysS
(B sl Job 4l 07
9 polai (Le Berre: ATl ruine V, p. N+ jeplel 0o cald 315 (€A axlu o)lels : JU
@ Gl 5BL oy yieghsS 0 390> S B)b 95 50 0L Carg 4 p ety aald g0
2Ll Oygo 4y el GBI sl oo Clilax Cawyd Syguo dy S ylads JieS e
ol asls 315 ols ) axl g0 ;0 Jowe poje . aiS o 0L (6,85 (leie 4y colu ol
ol 5o aS el oals il gped Jo po cmlie Do Vo e ST jo bl oo
513 g (Wog oul (RiS AS dewwxe .ol 0all plasl ool slao,lé axLu
olidy g wll (55 lSos oley o jo ol ool aiz 3 JIs oyl lie 4y ouidy b S
g 00 @S 55 Sl e Sl yam by 0 el 00u0,F el yley o 4o 5
e 35550 st Gl By 45 050 (g9, po e ey i S Yl

Al oo obys olygo ledanld Slias 5l asie g Lyo O JLau!
*plol oo .V €

NV g (ol aadd) Il WLl (5pe a sl Y0+ 4z do TN ax o Vo tao b Slgs,es

¢4 Kafir Qal'a
** Interview with Regional Programme Manager, Focus.
°* Deh Imam

yoy



bnslid] gl yLiwly

YA,T) aigdo ) ) am o0 5 (SargS axld). 8,5 alJl Job 4l ¥, 0 aigds YA a0
ALJl Jsb sl Yo VY aids YA amyo WV g (ol asls ) Jlas alJl (oye 4l
(SzsS aald). 3,5

Qa, b, pp. 1Y-1Y.Le Berre: Itineraire A-II ;Lo (YA axlw &l o,leds 1 JU

5L e 5lsé 0580 BLalSoxinl 5 Lo oylie s alayl, o Slomy i3 5 el Lol

slo)be dlle G oo 69y Sy HLS 50 Gl YL 00 o axle oyl
cplol oo a8 5,5 ,0 0)lae (pal Loylo )18 0980 oo olog ol 0 by e aS oulds g, lG0S
SG 0yl 0925 0090 3Ll a9 slylo aS slao,lis 3l acgomme SG AT ais )T by yo
Sl il g a o Ko 5 slalsiul Sygo 4 pgd GUL (g 50 4 GUI
Voo ogas j0aS Wit lyse lhgs 4l (o Sl So ol ()8 6l o
So e & oyls 292y (ljst Gl Sz add wls QLW o 5l Sl e
el oile (B ol slaylgns 5l isu g 7 DlelSoeinl
o ggomw 110
ag 80 Y a0 WV g Jlads alJl oy 4l €0 aa 80 €A ax 0 VO taslw SlusyeS
LS Al Jgbo aili 04, VY

ol 05,55 0, Ll axls ol 0)50 ,0 1 gd 9 JU
Syl L8 plel oo (gYL YL liw o) (Jlods o jo (2l0gs (slovoylas 5l slacgomme
Cromnd Ho Xloads YU 51 ela oy Jawgi b 0o,)S bt J210 4y baoylee 5 (o)l
ds i S5 @ om0 (o (L a5 sy o a3 ey g )10 8 (S5 olhs oo ()¢
3045 08l oo ol axlu (ol o 0 Jlhw glaax bl ool sudigy Hlgeal 4Y

) Sumuchha
Yo¢



Ca¥y yo (Fu b gl Lo
el oal oy Liwg, Jlal lawgs adlate oy

NICH Ry 3,18 0929 IS udatie o cliz g 5 aald oLl Ly, Soop o
s Oles 4 Bt Cawgs el cilali 90 w0598 ()8 B lsl U Laulgl Job o
‘sg’)é pl? LULALJ )‘ &f‘w‘ °)J¢'““°)“> pi?u.m LgLQ ijls)lf)l Lg‘ o\.s:w
Sldos gl 2L Glaie 4 Canl (oo 503 asld Y ¥A-VAYA )0 &l 4 dles
Oley 50 e YAAA JLo jo &L el s (5 Blorul oo jlopw ade  ollas
°‘~.ajo9.o.3 = oolawl UL> W)J‘M )—AA‘
Sl o2 )Y

Gl oais 418,85 GPS Sledlb! aladi o |y ) il tas b Glgs,eS

ol 03,55 0,Lil  Sliwly axbo (pal 3y90 50 2188 9 JU

Slo 18 plol 43 (Vb 0)0 (g @l )0 oS 009y JSKB (s0p2 S0 4 S3L (o255

318,13 Gl 99, (292) Sewly Cans 50 rgos (5529, Gooylie Sl olaws SG

el 0 28 ,Kes gLl 5l dn 5 o0l sl liw wsls (5,55 e poye

°* Amir Dilst Muhammad Khan seized the Kahmard and Saighan valleys in ) AY™A during his campaign
against the Uzbek amir of Qunduz, Murad Big, but less than two years later they were handed over
to the Mir Wali of Khulm under a treaty with the Afghans. Later, in YA£4, the Ajar and Saighan valleys
were one of the first targets of the Afghan invasion of Balkh under Sardar Mulhammad Akram Khan.
The population of the valleys (Hazaras at the top end, Tajiks in the middle to lower valley) mounted a
stiff resistance to the Muhammadzayi's, and in particular to the oppression of their tax collections. The
Saighan area was eventually subdued by brute force, see J.L. Lee, 'The Ancient Supremacy’,
Bukhara, Afghanistan and the Battle for Balkh, YYYY-14+) (Leiden Y337), pp. Y1V, VYV, YYY,

°" During the rebellion of Sardar Muhammad Ishag Khan, Amir 'Abd al-Rahman Khan ordered the
Ghazni regiments to assemble at Saighan for an advance against Khulm. This fortress may have
been the Ghazni regiment's assembly point. At the same period, Sardar Muhammad Ishaq Khan's
father-in-law, Najm al-Din Khan, held the "“iron fort of Shash Burja" in Kahmard, but he was soon
defeated and sent to Kabul in chains where he was brutally put to death by having boiling oil poured
over him. The fortress of "Shash Burja" appears to have been located near the junction of the Andarab
and Kahmard rivers, see Lee, op. cit, pp. ©+4-)+.

** . Kuh-i Pazak
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** Ball, op, cit., vol. I, p. Yo (site Y4A) where it is referred to erroneously as the
"Gurgurawa valley"
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Report of Excavations of the second round of
the ancient site of moray khum e zargar
kapisa. Date (Y+Y% AD)

By: Abdul Rahman Noori
Abstract

Kapisa is one of the northern provinces of Afghanistan, which has
been the political and administrative center of governments in
different periods of history, especially the summer capital of the
great Kushan Empire. Khum e Zargar is one of the ancient and
historical areas of Hessa-e- Awl, Kohistan district, which located ) 4
kilometers north of Kapisa; as a result of two phases of excavations
carried out in this area, lots of archaeological objects found the
during excavation, especially stone sculpture of lions, stone reliefs,
etc. those archaeological objects were discovered and obtained
belonging to the brilliant and great Kushan period, which express
the ideas, art, history and civilization of this region. This article
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includes original topics such as history, survey, excavations,
drawing, analysis and review of the objects this area in order to
clarify the history of this ancient region and people of Afghanistan.
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Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Ministry of Information and Culture
Archaeology institute of Aighanistan

Archaeological sites survey department

KhomZargar Archaeological Project
Site No. 002
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