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Afghan-lran Economic Relations: A legal
Perspective

Asst. Prof. Awal Khan Shakib Ahmadzai

Abstract
Since the establishment of the Islamic Emirate, economic
relations between Afghanistan and Iran have significantly
expanded. From the outset of its rule, the Islamic Emirate
prioritized developing extensive economic ties with Iran. Both
nations, now free from US economic sanctions, have new
opportunities to enhance trade. This article examines these
economic relations from a legal standpoint, detailing the
economic agreements in place and assessing the future
trajectory of economic interactions between Afghanistan and
Iran. The analysis aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the legal frameworks and economic
potentials shaping the bilateral relations of these neighboring

countries.
e
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The Russia- Ukraine war and its political and
security impacts On Central Asian Countries

Asst. prof. Rahmatullah Hemat Mazlumyar

Abstract

Russia’s military attack on Ukraine and the ongoing war
have political, economic, and security Repercussions on
Central Asian Countries. With the prolongation of this war,
the Territorial integrity of the Central Asia countries will have
been threatened by Russia if these countries want to oppose
the policies of Moscow, also arose problems to the
multilateral foreign policy of Central Asian countries. The
role of Russia in Central Asia was limited on the other hand
the influence of the USA, China, and Turkey increased.

Russia has an important role in consolidating the security
of Central Asia. However, if these countries distance
themselves from Russia and move closer to the West, Russia
might threaten the security of the region, because Russia has
military bases in Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, on
the other hand, the Russian diaspora lives in Central Asian
countries. During the Russia-Ukraine war, the role of the
Collective Security Treaty Organization has also become
weak. Central Asian countries striving manage the balance of
relations with both Russia and the West, aiming to satisfy
both, but this is proving to be a challenging task.
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An Overview of the Importance of
Afghanistan's Geopolitical Location

Junior Asst. prof. Mulajan Rahmani

Abstract

Geopolitics examines the cooperative and competitive
relationships between powers based on the resources and
advantages offered by the geographical environment. In this
framework, the main focus is on universal policies, analysing
how their authority and capacity utilize natural resources,
geographical settings, and environmental assets. Afghanistan
occupies a crucial geographical and geopolitical position,
located among three major economic and cultural regions:
South Asia to the south and east, Central Asia to the north,
and Iran to the west. This location makes Afghanistan a
connecting point for these regions. Despite the potential for
Central and South Asia to benefit from each other, they have
faced challenges in establishing productive trade and cultural
relations due to unreliable transportation and communication
networks. Nonetheless, Afghanistan's strategic geographical
position provides significant economic opportunities in trade
and transit, which can be leveraged for the nation's
development and growth.

From a situational perspective, Afghanistan serves as the
artery connecting the Asian continent, uniting all regions of
Asia. Proper utilization of the country's geopolitical,
geostrategic, and geotechnical position can lead not only to
economic development but also to overall growth and
progress. Factors that contribute to Afghanistan's economic
development include efficient management of water



resources, extraction and export of natural resources, linking
Central Asia with South Asia, and connecting East Asia
(China's economic power) to Iran via Afghanistan. The
revitalization of the Silk Road project, TUTAP, Casa 1000
project, TAPI project, and the presence of large rivers are all
elements stemming from the country's geopolitical position.
These factors have bolstered Afghanistan's political,
economic, security, and social stability
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Environmental Study and Types of Decisions in
Foreign
Policy: A Case Study of Afghanistan
Asst. Prof. Abdul Saboor Mubariz
Abstract
Foreign policy is divided into four categories. First, One-
shot or Single Decisions, Strategic or Interactive Decisions,
Sequential Decision and Sequence of Interactive Decisions.
Second, Unilateral Decisions and Negotiated Decisions.
Third, Unstructured Decisions and Structured Decisions,
Fourth, Individual-level Decisions and group-level Decisions.
To make accurate decisions in foreign policy, it is
necessary to study and evaluate the decision-making
environment, especially the time and information constraints,
ambiguity of situations, experience of previous decisions,
risk <pressure and accountability of their decisions to the
nation.
If the Afghan government constitutes Clear foreign policy
principles this will lead the country to political development.
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Iran’s Soft Power in Azerbaijan; Opportunities

and Challenges
Asst. Prof. Abdul KHaliq Ferdaus

Abstract:

Cultural relation between countries at the international
level leads to the strengthening of the countries’ soft power;
for this purpose, this point has been given an important rank
in foreign policies of the states, governments nowadays are
investing more in this area than before. Iran which is a
neighboring country of Azerbaijan, has made special
investments in this area in order to strengthen its cultural
influence and soft power in Azerbaijan, which is considered
the second largest Shite country in the world after Iran. For
this purpose, Iran’ Ministry of Foreign Affairs or various
other organizations related to media and non-governmental
organizations such as the Islamic Culture and Relation
Organization and Sadi Foundation are putting efforts to
promote certain educational, religious, cultural and linguistic
(Persian literature) goals based on educational programs to
dominate the neighboring country with Shia religion and
increase its political — religious allies in the region. According
to the Iranian policy makers, systems implicated in the region
by Iran’ political ideology can have a positive impact on the
security and stability of the region and Iran.
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The Central Asia Economic Capacities

Asst. prof. Rahmatullah Hemat Mazlumyar
Abstract
The Central Asian region comprises of Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, all of
which are landlocked and lack access to high seas. This area
has vast economic potential and natural resources.
Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan possess
substantial gas and oil reserves, with Turkmenistan ranking
fourth globally in gas reserves, and approximately has 19.5
trillion cubic meters of gas reserves. Tajikistan and
Kyrgyzstan have large water resources, used for electricity
production and agriculture. The countries of Central Asia have
a large capacity to produce electricity and export to other
countries in addition to their own electricity needs. The
Central Asian region holds geopolitical and geo-economics
importance, these countries is located on the historical Silk
Road path connecting East Asia and China with the Middle
East, Europe, and the Caucasus, as well as linking South
Asian countries with Russia.
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4- International energy agency, Tajikistan 2022 Energy sector review,
available:https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/ab8f5f01-4b54-
4636b2e87818e2ed55a8/ Tajikistan2022. pdf {access: 12/3/2023}
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6-Tajikistan sees increase in electricity generation in 11M2022, 24 December
2022, available:
https://www.azernews.az/region/204129. html#: ~:text=According%20t0%2
Oofficial %20statistics%2C%20from, the%20same%20period %20in%202021.
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8 Economic overview, Available: https://[www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/uzbekistan/{access:22/11/2022}
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10-International energy agency, Kyrgyz Republic 2022 Energy sector
review, available: https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/9d0cb3be-48fd-
424£-8968-e543a43e8614/Kyrgyzstan2022. pdf{access:12/2/2023)

11-The Kyrgyz Republic: Energy Sector Review in 2018, available:
https://unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/projectmonitoring/unda/16_17X/A2.1_Imple
ment_Natl_CS/KGZ-EnergySectorReview_e.pdf{access: 22/12/2022}
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12- Economic overview, Available: https://www.cia.gov/the-world-
factbook/countries/kyrgyzstan/{access:9/2/2022}
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14-Export of electricity from Turkmenistan in 2022 increased by 30%,
17.02.202, available: https://turkmenportal.com/en/blog/58029/export-of-
electricity-from-turkmenistan-in-2022-increased-by-30
15- Eziz Boyarov, IEA: Turkmenistan boosts electricity exports, 1 March,
23:13, available: https://daryo.uz/en/2023/03/01/iea-turkmenistan-boosts-
electricity-exports
16-Kazakhstan - Country Commercial Guide, 2022-09-02, Available:
https://www.trade.gov/countrycommercialguides/kazakhstanpowergener
ation#: ~:text=Electricity%20in%20Kazakhstan%?20is%20generated,availabl
e%20capacity%20is%2019%2C004%20MW.
17- Kazakhstan has set out ambitious and welcome clean energy transition
plans but must overcome historical reliance on fossil fuels, IEA review
says,30 June 2022, Available: https://[www.iea.org/news/kazakhstan-s-
ambitious-clean-energy-transition-plans-welcomed-while-reducing-coal-
reliance-and-increasing-flexible-power-generation-identified-as-key-next-
steps-iea-review-says
18-Kazakhstan Sees Decrease in Energy Consumption, Seeks to Increase
Renewable Energy, 18 OCTOBER 2022, AVAILABLE:
https://astanatimes.com/2022/10/kazakhstan-sees-decrease-in-energy-
consumption-seeks-to-increase-renewable-energy/{access:28/11/2022}
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20-Irina Slav, The 10 Countries with The Largest Natural Gas Reserves, 1
May 2023, available: https://oilprice.com/Energy/Energy-General/The-10-
Countries-With-The-Largest-Natural-Gas {accessed: 12/7/2023}
21-Turkmen leader wants to end free power and gas, 06/07/2017,
Available:https://www.dw.com/en/turkmenistan-leader-wants-to-end-
free-power-gas-and-water/a-39152012{access:23/9/2022}
22-Turkmenistan: Free petrol allowance to be discontinued, 29 April 2014,
Available:https://[www.bbc.com/news/blogs-news-from-elsewhere-
27205105{access:3/9/2022}
23- CHAITANYA KUMAR GUNDAPU, Turkmenistan government is no
longer offering free water, gas & electricity to citizens, MAY 26, 2022,
available: https://factly.in/turkmenistan-government-is-no-longer-offering-
free-water-gas-electricity-to-citizens/{access:29/9/2022}
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26-Aygerim Sarymbetova ,China Seeks to Expand Cooperation with
Turkmenistan on Natural Gas, January 10, 2023, available:
https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/china-seeks-to-expand-cooperation-

with-turkmenistan-on-natural-gas-2023-1-10-5/ {access:2/2/2023}
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29- Aygerim Sarymbetova ,Turkmenistan Suspends Gas Exports to
Uzbekistan, Iran, January 17, 2023,available:
https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/turkmenistan-suspends-gas-exports-
to-uzbekistan-iran-2023-1-17-0/ {access:3/2/2023}
30- Gas consumption rises by more than 2mln m3 since 2020 in Kazakhstan,
1 February 2023, available: https://[www.inform.kz/en/gas-consumption-
rises-by-more-than-2mIn-m3-since-2020-in-kazakhstan_a4030474
31-Tsvetana Paraskova, Kazakhstan Bans Fuel Exports to Ensure Domestic
Supply, Feb 09, 2023, available: https://oilprice.com/Latest-Energy-
News/World-News/Kazakhstan-Bans-Fuel-Exports-To-Ensure-Domestic-
Supply.html
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