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Review of the Ghazni Dasht-e-Nawor Inscription
from Archaeological Perspective

By: S.R.F. Fayga Lahza Faizi

Abstract

Afghanistan is one of the ancient and cultural country
in which the ancient people spoke different languages and
the cultural artifacts in the ancient areas represent
different languages in this region. Thus, in this article, the
ancient states of Gandhara and Bakhtar have been
researched based on the contents of the Dasht-e- Nawor
inscription, and it gives an idea to the researcher that how
far the ancient states of Bakhtar and Gandhara were. |
hope it will be meaningful to the readers.
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Hellenstic Influence in Afghanistan

By: S.O. Sultan
Translator: R.F. Ali Ahmad Jafari

Abstract

This article was written in English by Omar Sultan and it
has been published in the Kushani research magazine in
the year (1357) which contains important and valuable
information about the settlement of Greeks in Afghanistan
and the effects of Greek art in different dimensions such
as: The art of architecture (the founding of Alexandria,
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el 00985 i3 gaudyg> VYOV Jlo o SligS



Slogs il
cities and temples), the art of sculpture, how to strike
mosques and description of the contents on and back of
Greek coins and its continuation is in the period of the
Kushans as well as the Greek inscriptions discovered in
Afghanistan which is of particular importance and | (the
translator) translated this article into Dari for the use of
students, researchers and those interested in history and
archeology. | hope it will be put to good use.
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Numismatic evidence and the date of Kanishka |

By: Professor Joe Cribb
Translator: R. Storai Shams Mayar

Abstract

As is evident, the period of the Kushans was one of the
glorious eras in the history of Afghanistan, and most of
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Afghanistan’'s cultural heritage is relevant to this period,
which actually reflects the splendor and glory of the
mentioned era. Nonetheless, comprehensive studies and
research on ancient and historical periods, including the
Kushan era, require archaeological evidence and resources,
of which numismatic evidence and discovered inscriptions
can be the most important and the rich sources for the study
of the Kushan period. Therefore, the scholar known as Joe
Cribb has used the coins and inscriptions discovered from
various archaeological sites to provide a clear and accurate
perspective regarding the first year of the reign of Kanishka I,
and has compiled the results of his studies into an article.
Cribb has examined some theories presented by scholars
concerning the history of Kanishka I's reign, taking into
account the numismatic evidence and the content of the
inscriptions, leading to the presentation of accurate and
significant theories. Thus, it seems appropriate to translate
this paper from English into Dari/persion for the purpose of
enriching the resources on the reign and rule of the Kushan
kings, especially king Kanishka | the great, and to determine
the date of sculpture in the Gandhara region, making it
accessible to researchers, scholars in this field, and
enthusiasts of this era.
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Kaba-ye Zardost ) 3,5 Cyals g g Slwl g Slbl &S (MLKA
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Figures 11a, 11b and 12; ) cewl 6030,5 il (d50g ol wpd £9o Slgolsmly
.(British Museum 1981,0735.1; Cribb 1985: 309, 314

Gobl 1984: type ) oo 03] u),a QMSSM Cg> ) S Js‘ 390 ‘SJ)LE C;Ltbc\.iw
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(LAJL»))J )90 &95“«5)&6—“14&&‘) c]m‘_s.LnY‘ ‘be\dc‘o +0+Y.) (V440
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00 ols aw ¢¥5560 51 o (KOPANO P[A]YO; Gobl 1984: type 738.1
Figure 18; ) (Pidoko) 959A..4 Sl Gyle oS Wy G a1l yo (g)lals
BAT'O IITAOKO KOPANO PA[YO]; Vondrovec 2014: 149, types 84-6
Figure 19; BAI'O TOBAZINO ) (Tobazino) su;Les (and 84-8
Okilano ) ¢Syl 3 (KOPANO PAYO; Vondrovec 2014: 149, type 84-7
Figure 20; Gobl 1984: type ) (BAI'O QKIAANO KOPANO [PAYO]
\.\.;‘5569 g 5Lgd ‘ﬁlsj.;u)_é .&ogs (740.1; Vondrovec 2014: 149, type 84-5
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S L TV Jlo jo a5 oad jo,m pb 4y Slolu old gloaSiu b (2551 5 00l
Figure 21; Chen, Doo & Wang 2006: nos. 838 and 839; see ) =d,5 b ¢ lu.S
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.(2014: 152, type Peroz-1
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Oy 8 ey cooling] Il o oli aSw (g9, gy Alulps Pidoko" $Ssan 9a (o)l ol oMb s (VA pgai)
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£ ER- .
r KI=AD127 | §Z£ | Sasanian Numismatic links
= EEY Emperors
Z IR
x A ST
Kanishka | K 1=AD 127
Huvishka | K25=AD 151
Vasudeva | K64 =AD 190 Ardashir I Vasudeva sends embassy to China in
I 224-240 AD 230
Kanishka | K[1]05=AD 231 Issue of Kushan gold coins in Bactria
I stops.
= Sasanian imitations of Vasudeva I gold
Z and Kanishka II coppers.
E Copper coins issued by unidentified
] Kushanshah showing goddess Anahita
= offering king Kushan crown.
E Copper coins issued by Ardashir
= Kushanshah inscribed in Bactrian,
= copying Kushan coins of Kanishka II.
Vasishka | K[1]20=AD 246 Peroz 1 Shapur I Peroz 1 Kushanshah issues coins
240-270 copying the imitation Kushan coins and
Record of with new coin design based on
conquest ‘as | Ardashir’s throne/altar type.
far as Examples of both types overstruck on
Peshawar’ copper coins of Shapur I from Merv
mint.
Gold coin shows Peroz being offered
Kushan king by Kushan goddess
Ardochsho in style of Kanishka II
coins.

Kanishka | K[1]41=AD 268 Hormizd Bahram II Early Vasudeva Il copper coin
111 1 276-293 overstruck on Peroz I’s copper coin.
Vasudeva Brother of Late Vasudeva II copper coins

I Hormizd 1? | overstruck on Hormizd I’'s early
coinages.
Hormizd | Narseh 293— | Hormizd II Sasanian emperor (wearing
1 303 similar winged headdress to his
Hormizd I | Kushanshah predecessor) adopts bust
303-309 on altar type from Kushanshahs’ copper
coinage.
Saka / Peroz 11 Shapur II Shapur II takes direct control of part of
Shaka 309-379 Kushanshah domain, issuing
Kipunadha Varahran Kushanshah style copper coins and
Sasanian silver coins in Kabul region.
Kirada End of Kushan coinage in Gandhara.
Peroz Kirada imitates Kipunadha coins in
Kidara Gandhara.
Ardashir II Peroz issues coins with ram horns in
379-383 Gandhara and with same crown in

name of Varahran in Balkh.

Kidara issued coins in Gandhara and
Balkh, replacing Varahran’s name with
his own and giving himself title
Kushanshah.

Coins issued in Gandhara in the
Kushan style with image of Kidara, but

0¢
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acknowledging Samudra [gupta] (c. AD
330-380).
Kidara coins from Bactria in Tepe
Maranjan hoard with coins of Shapur
11, Ardashir II and Shapur IIL
Silver coins of Ardashir II issued in
Kabul area.
Orolano Shapur IIT Silver coins of Shapur III issued in
383-388 Kabul area.
Orolano coin from Bactria in Tepe
Maranjan hoard with coins of Kidara
and Shapur II, Ardashir II and Shapur
11
Pidoko Varahran IV | Alkhano silver coinage begins in Kabul
388-399 region.
Pidoko issuing gold coins in Bactria.
Yazdgard I
399420
Tobozino | Varahran V | Tobozino issuing gold coins in Bactria
420-438 and imitating silver coins of Varahran
IV and overstriking coins of Varahran
1V and Yazdgard 1.
Okilano Yazdgard I | Okilano (?) issuing gold coins in
(?) 438-457 Bactria.
Peroz 457— | Peroz imitating gold coins in Kidarite
484 style of Okilano at Balkh 467-484.
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BC/AD Bactria Begram/Kabul Gandhara Taxila gated and datable
andharan images
. Indo- Indo- Indo-
ADI0 Da Yuezhi Scythians Scythian Scythians
Indo-
20 Parthian
30 Gondophares Satraps
40 Kushans Kushans
Kujtla
>0 Kadphises
60 Abdagases Kushans
70
v
80 Sasan
. Indo-
90 Wima Takto Parthians
Bimaran Casket
100 Kushans Kushans (Cribb 2015)
Wima
110 Kadphises
120 Kanishka I
130
140 year 318 (Konow
1929: 106-107)
Kanishka coins
150 Huvishka (Cribb 1999) and
reliquary
Errington
160
170
180
190 Vasudeva [
200
year 384 (Konow
210 1929: 117-119)
year 89 (Konow
1929: 171-172)
year 399 (Konow
220 1929: 124-127)
year 5 (Fussman
230 Kushanshahs Kanishka IT 1974: 54-58;
Harle 1974: 128)
240 ?/ Ardashir Vasishka
250 Peroz [
disputed by .
260 Kushanshahs | Kushans and Kanishka
1/ VD 1T
Kushanshahs
270 Hormizd 1 Vasudeva
280
290
300 Hormizd 1T Mahi
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310 Peroz 11 Saka/Shaka | [year 89]
320 Varahran
Kidarite [year 5]
330 A Kipunadha
Huns
340 Kiraﬁa/ Peroz/ Sasanian Kidarite Kidarite
Kidara Huns Huns
350 Shapur II
360
370
Ardashir I/
380 Shapur 111
Alchano Alchano Alchano
390 Orolano Huns Huns Huns
400 Pidoko
410
420 Tobazino
430
440 Okilano (?)
450
460 Sasanian
470 Peroz
480 Hephthalites
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Investigating the discovered Coins of
Shiwaki Archaeological Site

By: Sayed Hussain Burhani

Abstract

The archaeological site of Shiwaki lies around 13km
south-east of Kabul city and dates to the Kushan period.
Shiwaki comprises 32 archaeological sites and due to the
existence of multiple Buddhist Stupas and Monasteries, in
the recent years attracted the attention of archaeologists to
do further investigations. Thus, between the years 2020-
2022 the Archaeological Institute of Afghanistan (AlA) carried
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out excavation and research in one of the Monasteries which
includes a Stupa. During archaeological investigations, a
large number of movable and immovable archaeological
artefacts have been discovered. This paper will focus on
the study of several coins which have been revealed on
this site by using field and library methods. The study and
interpretation of coins are always significant help for
researchers in dating the site itself and the region. It seems
that the discovered coins from this archaeological site are
datable to the Kushan, Sassanids and Hephthalites periods
and belonging to the Kings of these dynasties.
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Research on Kushanian Architecture
Evidence in the Bala Hissar of Kabul

By: Sarwar Hedayat & Hafizullah Hazim

Abstract

The Kushanian period was known and brilliant period of
architecture in Ariana, and a part of the architecture of this
period is most likely in Bala Hissar Kabul, which was built in
a suitable and high place on Shir Darwaza Mountain. And
visible from the important ancient and historical monuments
of the Kushanian period in Kabul. Such as called Chakari
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minaret, Surkh minaret, stupas and temples, therefore, the
cultural and artistic greatness of Kabul flourished with the
beginning rule of the Kushan Kings of Kabul city, who
probably chosen Bala Hissar their capital, and the influence
of this famous family continued in Gandhara and Kabulistan
until the fifth century AD. Bala Hissar Kabul is one of the
largest and most famous archaeological and historical
monuments in Kabul city. There is not much information
regarding such research on the architectural evidences of
the Kushan period in Bala Hissar. This research tries to
propose this issue with observational studies, which data
and information obtained through archeological researches,
are analyzed and interpreted to the architectural evidences
of Kushan period in Bala Hissar Kabul. The research results
show that there are old walls surrounding the Bala Hesar.
As a result of archeological excavations, the old walls and
pottery pieces are most likely Kushan period from the
excavations of (004 Zone 2, M 21 Zone 3, Tower 14 zone 1
and the wall between 8-9th towers in zone 2 have been
discovered, which strengthens the hypothesis that the old
walls existed in Bala Hissar before the construction of
towers and stone walls.
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Review of Industrial Activities in the Mes-Aynak
Archaeological site

By: Sultan Masoud Muradi

Abstract

Mes-Aynak Archaeological site is one of the most
Important sites that during the different period’s people
Came to this area and started the establishment of an
industrial city. At the first century AD the followers of two
religions (Buddhists and Zoroastrian) especially Kushanian
have been lived here and made the memorial artifacts.
There are many national and international researchers
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worked on Mes-Aynak archaeological site, mostly they
focus on Buddhist religion in this ancient city. According to
moveable and immoveable artifacts we can say that over
than religious activities there are many other activities in
this city, such as industrial activities that can answer the
scientific questions of history and archaeology. As,
Kushans had worked on copper mine and had used their
abilities to extraction of copper mine and other arts like:
stone, Ceramic, clay and wooden object. So, this study
focused on the Industrial Activities in the mentioned site.
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Recent Excavations and Conservation Activities in
the 10" and 14™ Zones of Tap-e-Narenj Ancient site

By: Abdul Rahman Noori

Abstract

Kabul, which is now the administrative and political center
of Afghanistan; is the ninety fourth large city of the world, As
a result of the research, the monuments of Buddhist remains,
temples and stupas have been found on the mountains and
hills of Kabul in various places such as: Chakari, kamari,
Shakhe barantai, Shiwaki, Shohadaye Salehin, Khwaja Safa,
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Maranjan Tapa, Tape Khazana, Tape Salam, Aliabad Pass,
and etc. Archaeological excavations of the last few decades
in Kabul, including in the historical area of Tape Narenj that
have led to the discovery of hundreds of movable and
immovable ancient artifacts related to Buddhism, reflect the
beliefs, art, history and civilization of this region. This article
covers untouched topics such as history, excavations,
drawings and analysis to clarify the history of this ancient
area and introduce it to the people of Afghanistan.
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