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Mes-Aynak discovered coins the sign of
Kushan rule in the north of Hindokush

By: S.R.F. Ketab Khan Faizi

Abstract

The Kushans have ruled in the ancient Aryana since the
centuries BCE, and they minted various coins during their
rule, as Mes-Aynak copper coins demonstrate the
magnificence of the Kushan dynesty and are the sign of the
political, social, economic and cultural relations of the
mentioned empire in the region. In this article, the Kushan
period and their rule have briefly examined based on the
existence of different coins discovered from Mes-e-Aynak.
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Archaeological sources and their role in the
knowledge of the Kushan civilization

By: Associate Professor. Mujtaba Arify

Abstract

Due to the variety and number of sources and historical
works left over from past historical events, it is possible to
recognize the events and explain their changes and
developments. In general, historical sources are divided into
five types of visual archeology, oral drawing, documents (in a
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special sense) and books, based on the production in the
time course of the history of human life.

Inscriptions are one of the important and valuable
historical documents that shed light on the dark corners of
the country's history and help and support historians,
researchers and archaeologists in the field of research and
writing of these remains in the field of enlightening the broad
dimensions of history and ages.

The script in the ancient period is one of the important
sources in understanding the cultural, social dimensions and
relations between civilizations in a comprehensive way, on
the other hand, the use of language and script in the ancient
period shows this. How the civilizations brought about
changes in the use of their culture and language, therefore, in
the Kushan period, the use of various scripts according to the
findings of archaeologists from different parts of the country
and neighboring countries, it was determined that in this
period, the use of script Calligraphy and local languages are
more popular, what follows in writing this article will be the
introduction and identification of the remnants of the Kushan
period and its role in understanding the different aspects of
that period
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Numismatic evidence and the date of Kanishka |

By: Professor Joe Cribb
Translator: R. Storai Shams Mayar

Abstract

As is evident, the period of the Kushans was one of the
glorious eras in the history of Afghanistan, and most of
Afghanistan's cultural heritage is relevant to this period,
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which actually reflects the splendor and glory of the
mentioned era. Nonetheless, comprehensive studies and
research on ancient and historical periods, including the
Kushan era, require archaeological evidence and resources,
of which numismatic evidence and discovered inscriptions
can be the most important and the rich sources for the study
of the Kushan period. Therefore, the scholar known as Joe
Cribb has used the coins and inscriptions discovered from
various archaeological sites to provide a clear and accurate
perspective regarding the first year of the reign of Kanishka |,
and has compiled the results of his studies into an article.
Cribb has examined some theories presented by scholars
concerning the history of Kanishka I's reign, taking into
account the numismatic evidence and the content of the
inscriptions, leading to the presentation of accurate and
significant theories. Thus, it seems appropriate to translate
this paper from English into Dari/persion for the purpose of
enriching the resources on the reign and rule of the Kushan
kings, especially king Kanishka | the great, and to determine
the date of sculpture in the Gandhara region, making it
accessible to researchers, scholars in this field, and
enthusiasts of this era.
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King dated inscriptions
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1 Kujula X Azes era 122, 126, 136 X

Kadphises
2 Wima Takto X Greek era 270 = Azes era 142 X
Greek era 279 = Azes era 151
3 Wima Kadphises | X Greek era 287 = Azes era 159 X
Greek era 299 = Azes era 171

4 Kanishka I X Kanishka era 1-23 X X

5 Huvishka Kanishka era 25-60 X X

6 Vasudeva [ Kanishka era 64-—98 X X X

7 Kanishka II Kushan era [4-18] X X

8 Vasishka Kushan era 22-30 X X

9 Kanishka IIT Kushan era 41 X X

10 Vasudeva II X X

11 Mahi X

12 Saka X

13 Kipunadha X

(O 69y 55 Jrdan 5 4 (Voylods Jguz)

O\ YV JLlo jo Jol olLiiS 6yg0 a5 ST slpoion b S ofy cpl &5 Sl
Bllae caiyley SO pols slaiiy Yoo o Jlo yo (e aziliz (ad ol jen o 5Ll
oL g pleyd 5T L oS wlgs o ool ows 4 |yloasS dilaie ol Jlo s duw Togas
U og oads g9, o3 €1 Jlo 090> j0 sl ! (Indo-Scythian) coSwl-gul]
31 eolatwl b L8lete Lol adly aslsl Lo YAV Jlo sgu> pauw IS0sST 2l ,ike,8
Cowl ool Ll Lo, 3 &V Jlo oga il 5590 aF Cewl oald olpiing (alize dalgl
.(Falk & Bennett 2009)
9 Jol GBS CusS > gl Jlo sl @l (50, sl o9y plo cJlge (o
it 550 Aolb b ey gl Sibate S ol, wiila ol iyl Jyl Js
oled &1 0981 o gplo lad a8 sll Jgl GISAIS 5 LusduSlagy lyilesd
3 S 093 9 VY JLo 5o ol (2lgpled o abail) ligg) dme )5 dne 4055
SasS 6590 2o, b 5Ll ol oy 035 o Seo s el oal eolo Las YoV Jle
S o HEl e VA Jlo jo a5 ol LS 550 L ) (gilwaiilen b Slyseen gl

o1



e T30 g o liliasiu sl
ol .(Salomon 1998: 182—4; Chakravarti 2014: 46-50; Singh 2009: 376-7)
L)«)JJ‘ 0y99 A LJL“’ ‘SA«A PVA GAJ-J) ed‘\\" JL»J Sgd> 4O U"J‘" 0y99 aS OLQ.».w.u
151 oS 3Sn a1 aalyd 4 a3 L 3o 5T (S2S gl Lo 51 g
0,99 dzsliz (Cawl ool AlSLll oo S job 4y il 0)90 LCawl 895 B cuylo
Salomon 1998: 182; Fussman ) s¢éue £4,5 0. 30A Jlu ;o a5 (Vikrama) LIS
Ol S o) LBl WY Lo 5l amy IR2SS 090 Jol JLw (gl 2, SG a4y 5 (2015: 16
Jlo 4 (SUs 090 YA JL) VWV Lo &S 700 )6 s 0. 30A JLos Lol [SGg 0590
Jol Jlo sl .2 VYV Jlo sgu> SIB (61885 70,6 51 8 allu) € dlols s .oV VY
o ool 0399 sl Jlo o gy L oy B35l B (5Smn  Jof SIS 00
s o Bl L osges Suop Jlo ¥ LY @ ]y alols a3 £1/EV Togas> Lo
£ 380A Gl Jol Jlo STog walys Jlo VO updaSleyy (2lsiled S el
Sy e 3 EVEV Ll Gopl Jol Jlw 310 wales JLo VE LY oo L el
BLLLlgl jo ool S8 o SligS 5590 aSiul (Schindel) Joaind slpien 0l 43,5

Schindel ) el Jgl K235 850 el 0us 5l oYYV JLo jo a5 (Yavanajataka)
@ gie (g9 iy o 95 (0 O AL 5o UgSsy A4S vl L (2011: 6
Jlo b ple Gl 090 Jsl JLo) Jlo VoV LYY s jpad LB e ALl
29550 Jol (GISEIS ey 5 (oiedaS oy alsilo o of 51 st b (o GEVEY
s w050 il Ho dalo] o

Oyt (G SLgS  cwlbidiaSw doooy WLS1 gl (258 (o Sl

Jsl Jlo (G SIB () 07,0 by, 5l ool b SLigS (lald Cowpd iy
JLo 53 (il ey9d ol Jlo (slp (oo ol 5 2TV JLoo b 2l Sl (sIR23S 0p90
Jlo b= Jsl 18235 095 sl JLo) (Slge 6390 5 oyl (o BLS)1 g 0.3 €1
plas 51 silate fplms 5 255 Sy (ol oy WV Jlo b = sy o9 ¥+ )
slo bLsl o a1y e slagn,b olgce 45 035 o a1y lisS gyl

ov



51 oslital b Wl oo gadse ol DLl gl sLiel BB Lialel oy (Foylad Jsaz)

Number King dated inscriptions AD
Azes era year 1 =46 BC
Kanishka era year 1 = AD 127
1 Kujtila Kadphises Azes era 122 76
Azes era 126 80
Azes era 136 90
2 Wima Takto Greek era 270 = Azes era 142 96
Greek era 279 = Azes era 151 105
3 Wima Kadphises Greek era 287 = Azes era 159 113
Greek era 299 = Azes era 171 125
4 Kanishka I Kanishka era 1-23 127-149
5 Huvishka Kanishka era 25-60 151-186
6 Vasudeva [ Kanishka era 64—98 190-224
7 Kanishka II Kushan era [4-18] 230-244
8 Vasishka Kushan era 22-30 248-256
9 Kanishka IIT Kushan era 41 267
10 Vasudeva II
11 Mahi
12 Saka
13 Kipunadha
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Sociological study of the political system of
the Kushan's civilization

By: Associate Prof. M. Khalid Habibi

Abstract

In the long history of our country, the era of the Kushans
forms a large part of the history of Great Ariana. In the course
of this long and glorious history, the Kushans had formed a
vast and powerful empire that was the cradle of ancient
civilizations and the intersection of the cultures of many
ancient peoples, and next to great powers such as the
Roman, Parthian, and Han empires, it was a great empire.
constituted It is impossible to create such a political unity in
such a large empire without the formation of a single political
ideology. It can be seen that the Kushans used religious
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politics in order to survive and develop their empire, so that at
the beginning of their rule, it showed political-religious
pluralism, the clear example of which is the creation of
political unity among peoples and ethnic groups. It has been
the case that despite ethnic, linguistic, cultural and religious
differences, around 20 centuries before today, they formed a
unified and systematic government, which is known as a
great and prominent civilization in the political structure of the
ancient world.
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Reviwe of the Symbols used in Kanishka
coins

By: Researcher. Bibimah Mohammady

Abstract

Today, we can discover ancient history with the help of
symbolic indexes from the past. Humans with their natural
tendency to create symbols unconsciously change objects
or forms to take on an artistic or religious state. Symbols
were meaningful to our ancestors and they excited them.
The symbol is a flowing river that has been stretched from
eternity to eternal. In other words, a world without symbols
is an unbreathable world. Symbolic language used to
communicate with each other.
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Throughout history, the symbol is so intertwined with the
culture that in many cases there is no other way to
understand a culture. Symbolism is a tool of ancient
knowledge and the oldest and most fundamental expression
of concepts. It has been achieved and embedded in the
thoughts and dreams of different races; among this we can
mention the culture of the Kushans. that various symbols are
depicted on the coins of Kushan kings, including Kanishka,
such as the king's dress, the crescent moon, images of
animals such as horses, cows, ribbons, bows, spears,
swords, royal insignia, and the king's crown, each of this
symbols has a special and separate meaning, that in this
article, it has been tried to introduce each of these symbols
separately.
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Vima Kadphesis Coins (The Third Kushan King)

By: Baqir Fazeli

Abstract

The land of Afghanistan is considered as one of the
oldest civilizations that has had a glorious past,
unfortunately, despite many centuries of damage, such as
looting and destruction, fire, but it still stands and speaks of
its greatness of past, history, art and civilization of this
country. In the meantime, the discovery of Kushan period
coins, which is of special importance in archaeology and
numismatics, because coins are documents that show
habits, customs, inscriptions, language, art, religion,
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promotion and decline, social and economic status, trade
relations. They express a nation and a civilization. In fact,
these engraved metals are like a book full of historical,
cultural, religious and mythological information, which
opens a window from the past ages to the contemporary
world. Due to the fact that Kushan coins are unknown,
especially the coins of Vima Kadphesis, in the upcoming
research, | will try to scrutiny the coins of Vima Kadphesis.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of Archaeological
Excavations

By: Sarwar Hedayat® & Husain Ali Sadiqi?

Abstract

As a result of 37 trenches excavations that, were carried
out in 5 zones of Bala Hissar by Ministry of Information and
Culture Afghanistan and Agha Khan Cultural Services, as a
continuation of the previous activities, it was determined that
the oldest period of Bala Hissar was related to the Stone
Age. Then there are objects from historical periods include
Kushans, Kabul Shahans, Hindu Shahan, Hephtali,
Ghaznavids, Timurids, Mongols or Gorghani Timurids,

!, Archeologist, at archaeology institute (AIA) Ministry of information and

Culture, Afghanistan.
2 Archeologist, at archaeology institute (AlA) Ministry of information and
Culture, Afghanistan.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of...
Afghan-British wars, Afghan People's Democratic Party and
recent wars in the flow of archaeological excavations has
been obtained.

At the same time, it should be mentioned that the
archaeological research in Bala Hissar has continued,
probably as a result of more activities, more information and
object can be added to the history of Bala Hissar.
Archaeological excavations continue in Bala Hissar, if the
excavations continue in this place, there is a high probability
that there will be older periods as well. This issue requires
more archaeological study and research.

Main Content of the Study

Afghanistan, with its ancient history and millennia-old
traditions, is considered one of the most important centers of
civilization and culture in Asia, playing a significant role in the
political, cultural, economic, and religious life of Central Asia
during ancient and medieval periods. Among these, the city of
Kabul has also played a prominent role as one of the most
Important centers of political, cultural, economic, and religious
significance throughout the history of Afghanistan. From
ancient times to the present, the city of Kabul has housed
many ancient and historical sites within its heart.

Figure 001: Bala Hissar view of the citadel from the East (Photographer: Sarwar
Hedayat).
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Prelude to Archaeological Activities in the Bala Hissar

Citadel

A French archaeological team, based on their knowledge
of the topographical features and historical data, divided the
entire Bala Hissar citadel into eight zones.® Excavations were
conducted in six trenches in Zone One, two trenches in Zone
Two, one trench in Zone Four, and two trenches in Zone Five.
As a result of the excavations and considering the
characteristics of ancient pottery, the earliest period of the
Bala Hissar citadel is estimated to be in the 2nd century AD.

Agha Khan Cultural Service’s archaeological team
continued their activities in the Bala Hissar, Kabul, the
following DAFA archaeological activities in coordination with
Ministry of Information and Culture in 2022. Dr. Babak Rafiee
led excavations in Trench 003 of Zone Two, Dr. Ali Akbar
Wahdati led excavations in Trench 21-22 MG (Magazine) of
Zone Three, and Dr. Ali Shujai along with Iranian
archaeologists, accompanied by Afghan archaeologists
Abdullah Ahmadi, Mushtaq Yousufzai, and Zia-ul-Haq Ziai,
conducted excavations in Trenches 02-03 of Zone Four and
Five. As a result of the excavations, remains of a Kushan wall
measuring 4.5 meters in width were discovered in Magazine
(deposit) 21-22.%

Activities of Archaeology in 2023

In continuation of the archaeological activities, the cultural
services of Agha Khan, under the supervision of the Ministry
of Information and Culture’s archaeologists, have undertaken
excavations in the fifth, eleventh, and fourteenth sections of
the first zone, supervised by Mr. Hossein Ali Sadeqi, a
member of Excavation at Archaeology institute (AIA) the
Ministry of Information and Culture. In the fifth section of the

3, Shujai, Ali. Archaeological Excavation report Zone 4 and 5 Bala Hissar Kabul,
Afghanistan, Spring 2022.

* Wahdati, Ali Akbar Interview about archaeological excavation on Bala Hissar,
2022.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of...

third zone, the excavation was carried out under the
supervision of Dr. Ali Akbar Wahdati, an archaeologist from
friendly Iran country, and in the backward section of tower 5 of
the second zone, it was supervised by Mohammad Siyaf Amiri
in Bala Hissar, where stone tools of the types microlith,
tranchet, blade, and core, likely belonging to the Middle and
New Stone Ages, were discovered.

Figure 002: Stone tools including microlith and tranchet, blade, and core from
Bala Hissar (Photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

As scientists have divided the prehistoric era into three
periods, including the OIld Stone Age or Paleolithic, Middle
Stone Age or Mesolithic, and New Stone Age or Neolithic,
Afghanistan’s Stone Age or the era of the first stone was
the earliest and longest prehistoric period characterized
by the creation and use of stone tools. This period marked
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the beginning of human-made industries and continued
until the discovery of metals.’

Bala Hissar, with its favorable sun-exposed location on
a high hill and the presence of the Hashmat Khan reservoir
to the south, considered a vital lifeline, provided a conducive
environment for bird hunting, animal hunting, gathering of
plants, and fishing.

Some scientists date the Middle Stone Age in
Afghanistan to 15,000 years before the Common Era,
while others date it to 10,000 years before the Common
Era. Stone tools from this period were more advanced and
delicate compared to the older Stone Age. Settlements
began in this period but were temporary. In addition to
living by hunting, fishing, and gathering wild plants,
humans became familiar with methods of preserving food,
both plant-based and animal-based. Animal protection and
care also took place, leading to domestication of animals.

The onset of the Neolithic era saw the beginning of
agriculture, animal domestication, the establishment of
villages, and the development of crafts such as pottery,
weaving, and ceramics. Animal domestication continued in
this period. Other features of the Neolithic era included
population growth, the emergence of cities, tensions over
food resources, migration, land ownership, animal
husbandry, the transfer of crops, the establishment of
irrigation channels, as well as the construction of mud,
stone, and wooden housing near water bodies.

°. Sarmento Bandezo, Jalio and Rasoli Mohammad Nader. Afghanistan

archaeology from pre- history up to Islamic period. 1396. Kabul, page 70.
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Figure 003: Artefacts from the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods or the New Stone
Age, from caves in northern Afghanistan. Images from the Prehistoric
Archaeology book from ancient times to the early Islamic period.

It's worth noting that the stone tools found during the
excavations at Bala Hissar did not occupy their original
stratigraphic  position, indicating that changes and
transformations throughout history may have displaced these
stone tools from their original locations. This matter requires
further research to unlock the mysteries of the prehistoric era
of this archaeological site.

According to archaeological discoveries and historical
sources, this land has always witnessed the movement of
trade caravans and emissaries, as the Hindu Kush valley, with
its strategic political and military position, served as a
connecting point for trade routes, especially the Silk Road,
connecting the north to the southeast and west. As a result of
these movements, the cultures of different countries
intermingled, giving rise to a new culture. Historic Kabul,
including the Silk Road, has seen many glorious and
tumultuous events throughout its long history, yet it has stood
firm like a tall and steadfast mountain. One of the most
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important centers of military, political, and cultural affairs, Bala
Hissar, is an archaeological and historic site.

The French archaeological team, based on their
knowledge of the topographical features and historical
information, divided the entire area of Bala Hissar into eight
zones.® They conducted excavations in the upper, second,
and fourth zones, attributing the oldest archaeological period
of Bala Hissar to the 2nd century CE based on the
characteristics of the ancient pottery vessels.

Continuaing the archaeological activities, the Agha Khan
cultural services, in coordination with the Ministry of
Information and Culture of Afghanistan, began their activities
at Bala Hissar, Kabul in 2022 AD, resulting in the discovery of
remnants of the Kushan wall, with a width of 4.5 meters,
during the excavations at depots M.aazjne%%"!!il-zz.7

> O .

=

e A
Figure 004: remains of stone and mud brick wall related to Kushan 4.5 meters
wide in trench 01-02 Zone 3 MG: 21-22. (Photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

e, Shujai, Ali. Archaeological Excavation report Zone 4 and 5 Bala Hissar Kabul,
Afghanistan, Spring 2022.

" Wahdati, Ali Akbar Interview about archaeological excavation on Bala Hissar,
2022.
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Continuing the archaeological activities, the cultural
service of Agha Khan, under the supervision of the Ministry of
Information and Culture’s archaeologists, conducted
excavations in the fifth and sixth sections of the third zone, led
by Dr. Ali Akbar Wahdati.® As a result of the excavations in
this area, remnants of the Kushan walls were discovered,
upon which Islamic era walls were built.

Additionally, the mentioned zone in the fourth section of
the eastern side of Bala Hissar, together with Dr. Julio
Santana-Bandezo® and Mohammad Hafez Hazeem,™
undertook excavations, leading to the discovery of a collection
of regular-sized bricks measuring 37x37 and 34x34
centimeters, indicating large walls belonging to the Kushan
period™®.

i

Figure 005: Raw clay brick measuring 37*37 from the Kushan period

(Photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

8 Dr. Ali Akbar Wahdat (Iran archaeologist working with Agha khan Cultural
Service AKTC.
Dr Julio Santana-Bandezo director of DAFA France archaeologist.
Archaeologlst at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC.
. participant at excavation of Bala Hissar in 2023.
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Figure 006: Remnant of the Kushan wall in section 003 of the fourth zone
(photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

It is mentioned in historical sources that Bala Hissar was
called “Urtispana” (or Vartabana), meaning a high city, in
Sanskrit. It is indicated in historical documents at that time; the
city of Kabul was built atop a high hill and had a tall defensive
wall. Bala Hissar was the main structure in Kabul, and within
its embrace was the historical city of Kabul, extending up to
the base of Minaret-e-Chakari, covering a sixteen-kilometer
area. The city of Kabul was described as a bright, shiny, and
sunlit city, derived from the word “Dash-Saik.” Some
orientalists have referred to the old name of Kabul as Kapila,
the name of Kushan princes and nobility*.

Prominent historical and archaeological remains from the
Kushan era in Kabul are associated with Minaret-e-Chakari,
the Surkh Minaret, stupas, and temples. Consequently, Kabul
flourished culturally and artistically during the reign of the
Kushan King Kajula Kadphises, who made Kabul [Bala Hissa]
the center of his rule. The influence of this famous family

12 Popalzai, Nik Mohammad. 1375. Old Kabul. Peshawar, Pakistan.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of...
continued in Gandhara and Kabulistan until the 5th century
CE. Artifacts from Kabul's historical centers indicate the quality
of Buddhist and other art traditions, and the methods of
education in Greek and Buddhist schools are detailed.

After the great Kushans, the Kidarite dynasty continued to
rule in Kabul, inheriting remnants of the Kushan period within
Bala Hissar. Excavations conducted in the third section of the
second zone, accompanied by Dr. Babak Rafiei Alavi*®, an
Iranian archaeologist, and Afghan archaeologists Mohammad
Siyaf Amiri** and Hashmat Karimi®, four stages of historical
periods. These stages included the most recent 200 years, the
Timurid Gurganid period, the Timurid and Ghaznavid periods,
and, probably, the pre-Islamic period associated with the
Kabul Shahis, Hindu Shahis, Turk Shahis, and Yiftale
Dynasties. Along with excavations in the sixth section of the
third zone, accompanied by Dr. Ali Akbar Wahdati*® and Aga
Hossein Rezai'’.

Figure 007: The lowest layer of trench 003 in the second zone
(Photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

13
14
15
16
17

. Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC from Iran country.

. Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC.

. Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC.

. Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC. From Iran country.
. Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC.
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Figure 008: Excavation of trench 003 in the second zone (Photographer:
Sarwar Hedayat).

The establishment of the Yiftlids’ government disrupted the
Kushan government in Gandhara, and the authority of this
new dynasty lasted throughout Ariana until the 8th century CE.
During the Yaftali period, it is believed that the walls of Bala
Hissar and Kuhi-e- Shirdarwaza'® , were built during the
Kushan era and repaired during the Yaftalied period. Today,
only a part of the fort and sturdy walls of Kabul city, built in the
5th century, remains at the Gates of Passage, Artel Bridge,
and Bala Hissar in Kabul.

The Kidarites and Kushans were decorated with the title
“Kidarite Kushanshah,” mostly using the word “shah.” It is
clear that from the early 4th century CE, local kings of the
southern Hindu Kush, especially those who centered in the
Kabul Valley, were referred to by titles such as “shah” or
‘shahyas,” such as Ratbil Shah, Turki Shah, Hindushahi,
Brahman Shahi, Hindushahiyans, etc. All falling under the
Kabul Shahan dynasty. However, both sets of kings ruled from

18 shirdarwaza mountain is located the west of Bala Hissar, Kabul.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of...
the 6th century CE until the early 11th century CE in the
southern Hindu Kush. At first, their center of power was
Kapisa (Bagram), and later, after the fall of Kapisa, the center
of their rule shifted to Kabul. During the Saffarid era, their
center of rule moved from Kabul to Vaihend. After the
Saffarids, their kingdom was lost to the Ghaznavids, and the
dynasty was almost annihilated, ruling in Gandhara for almost
400 years.™

Thus, many excavations conducted in the third zone of the
second section, along with Dr. Babak Rafiei Alavi and Afghan
archaeologists Mohammad Siyaf Amiri and Hashmat Karimi,
and the sixth zone of the third section, along with Dr. Ali Akbar
Vahdati and Mr. Hussain Rezaei, revealed buildings, glazed
ceramic artifacts of Skraphiato® type (yellow and green
glazes), unglazed artifacts, and large ovens (Tanur) from the
Ghaznavid and Timurid periods?®.

Figure 009: during restoration of ovens or tanor trench 003 zone 2
(nhotoaranher Sarwar Hedavat).

2 Amin, Nasrin. 1393. Afghanistan from small Kushan up to Arabic Domination.
Afghanistan Sciences Academy. Kabul. Afghanistan. Page: 225-229.

?® The term of scrafiato is an Italian word for clubs with yellow and green glaze.
In other words, it is also referred to the face roles.

L Participanttion at excavation of Bala Hissar in 2023.
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Figure 010: during excavation of ovens or tanor trench 003 zone 2
(photographer: Sayaf Amiri).

Historical records also mention that in the late 10th century
AD, Bala Hissar was occupied during the Ghaznavid
occupation, and in 1031 AD, Sultan Masud established control
over the city. “These elephants were all stout and prepared for
military operations.” This indicates a powerful and continuous
authority over this area. The Ghaznavid rule was overthrown
by the Ghorids in 1148 AD and vanished, but the Ghorids
were vanquished by the Khwarezm rulers in the early 13th
century, and the Chingizids later attacked the Khwarezmshahs
and pursued Khwarezmshah's troops to the coast, chasing
Khwarezmshah'’s forces. In the winter of 1221 AD, they settled
in the outskirts of Kabul. Mahmud Gurganid, a Timurid prince,
later passed through this place in 1398 CE, appointing this site
as the governor of Kabul. Despite all these events, little
information is provided about Bala Hissar®.

The research in the field of archaeology carried out in the
third zone, second tranche, the fifth tranche of the third zone,

22 Burn wood. Bala Hissar Kabul. Translated by Ghulam Jilani Ariz, 2009.
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Bala Hissar in the Light of...
the fourth tranche, or the second gate of the second zone
under the supervision of Dr. Ali Shujai?® and Hashmat Mirzaei,
trench 03 in zone 03, trench 04 in zone 03, trench 10 in zone
01, trench 07 in zone 01, trench 11 in zone 01, trench 14 in
zone 01 and trench 13 or Kulahi Frangi in zone 01 revealed
evidence of ancient artifacts. These artifacts include buildings
made of fire bricks, seven-colored tile works, glazed fire
bricks, stone pool, wall paintings, fire bricks, China, gypsum,
gunpowder, coins, plaster, and decorated and undecorated
ceramic vessels. These artifacts belong to the Timurid period
of Gorgan. Furthermore, some of the buildings and defensive
towers, fortresses, arches, and arrow turrets in the first,
second, and lower walls belong to the Gorgan period of
India®*.
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Figure 011: view of tow gunpowder pottery, trench 005, zone 3 related to Timurid
period (photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

3 Archaeologist at Agha Khan Cultural Service AKTC from Iran country.
s Participant at excavation of Bala Hissar in 2023.
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Figures 013: the view before exéa\/atlondurlng ex
excavation of trench 004 zone 2 (photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

\V¢



Bala Hissar in the Light of...

Figure 14 and 15: view of north and east trench of 013 (kulahi-Frangi)
photographer:( Sarwar Hedayat).
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Figures 16, 17 and 18: decorated stairway octagonal pool and bathroom
or painting room in trench of 013 (kulahi-Frangi) (photographer: Sarwar
Hedayat).
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Historians write about the Gurganid dynasty in India that in
the early sixteenth century, the fortress was revived, and
flourished well. Alaghbig grandson Timur the governer of
Kabul passed away in 1501 AD. His young son lost the throne
due to revolutionary movements, leading to anarchy. Alghbig's
nephew, Zahiruddin Muhammad, known as Babur, who
couldn't succeed in establishing himself in Central Asia, took
over Kabul through a powerful attack in 1505 AD. Babur's
memoirs, known as the Baburnama?, tell of a bold move at
the Charmgiri gate®®. This gate was later named "Lahori
Gate®’". This gate is located below the fortress to the north.
This courageous act was evidently observed by those inside
the castle, and they soon surrendered both the city of Kabul
and the fortress. Based on this, Kabul remained the
headquarters of Babur's kingdom for another twenty-two
years. During this time, Kabul saw further development, and
its commercial significance increased.

Most of the time, Babur took pleasure in residing in the
spacious gardens and encampments he had built around
Kabul, although he explains that the great city of Kabul,
surrounded by walls to its north and south, had a pleasant
climate and a favored view, especially when its surrounding
gardens flourished in spring. Babur expressed this in his
poetry, which can be translated as follows: "Drink wine in the
palace of Kabul, for Kabul is mountains and sea, city and
desert, and in its essence, a unique land." Babur conquered
Delhi in 1526 AD and placed a large part of the Indian
subcontinent under his control, establishing a great empire.
However, his great and deep interest was devoted to Kabul.
Babur passed away in Agra in 1530 AD, but a few years later,
his coffin was transferred back to Kabul, where he was buried
in a favorite garden. His son, Humayun, struggled to reclaim

> Name of the Book.
% Itis the gate of Bala Hissar Kabul.
7 Itis the gate of Bala Hissar Kabul.
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his father's throne for several years but was forced to flee to
Persia for a period. He later returned in 1545 AD, capturing
Kandahar before eventually seizing Kabul from his brother,
Kamran. Humayun lost Kabul again until finally driving out
Kamran. Later, Humayun sought to conquer India again,
revitalizing the empire. When Humayun passed away in 1556,
his thirteen-year-old son Akbar ascended the throne, ruling for
forty-nine years, greatly developing, stabilizing, and expanding
his empire. Despite being on the outskirts of his rule, Kabul
was of significant importance and attention. It was situated
along a bustling trade route, especially as it supplied
numerous horses from the region. More importantly, Kabul
was considered a border city in relation to Central Asia, where
the Moghuls still desired to reclaim the land.

When Akbar resided in Punjab, one of the Badakhshan
rulers attempted to capture Kabul. Intense and terrifying
battles, especially in and around the fortress, occurred, with
the fortress being heavily besieged. The siege ended after six
months, but for the next thirty years, Akbar faced numerous
problems, particularly with his half-brother leading Kabul.
Additionally, he always faced a great threat from the north. As
such, in 1585 AD, Akbar moved his capital from Delhi to
Lahore and brought Kabul under his direct rule, later managed
by a governor stationed at the fortress. While the fortress
played a valuable role throughout these events, there is little
information about its internal repairs. Akbar's son, Jahangir,
who ascended to power in 1605 AD, described the most
significant repairs without a great deal of detail, as evidenced
in his memoirs. He initially traveled to Kabul in 1607 AD, as
the region's revenues did not cover the army's needs.
Consequently, he brought only his bodyguard with him on a
royal decree.

When Jahangir arrived in Kabul, He chose to reside in a
large garden instead of the Bala Hissar in Kabul, but later
moved into the Bala Hissar. He said, "When | went to the Bala
Hissar, | inspected and evaluated all the repairs inside it.
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Since this place was not suitable for my existence, | instructed
that all these repairs be demolished and, instead, a new
palace with a royal court be built." Jahangir returned to Kabul
in 1626 AD, and the following year, he passed away. His son,
who later became known as Shah Jahan, had a great interest
in building and construction from a young age. When he was
in Kabul in 1607 AD, he built a house for himself in a garden
and made desired changes to it when the construction did not
meet his desire. He would later invite his father to see the
renovations and the garden. Jahangir was always pleased to
see the reconstruction and with his enthusiasm, would
observe the excellent royal building in the new construction.
Shah Jahan continued this enthusiasm and carried out
valuable renovations in India, among which are the historic
and beautiful buildings such as the Taj Mahal and the capital
city of Delhi.

In the early years of Shah Jahan's reign, a major attack by
the Uzbek leader took place from Balkh to Kabul in 1628 AD.
After much fighting, the royal troops retreated to the Bala
Hissar. The Uzbek army entered the city and besieged the
Bala Hissar. The royal troops responded with heavy gunfire,
but they were fearful due to lack of adequate weapons and
soldiers to face the enemy siege. Consequently, the royal
troops armed themselves and launched a fierce attack on the
besiegers, kiling many Uzbek soldiers and destroying enemy
fire groups.

When this incident occurred, the new Mughal governor
moved toward Kabul. As his forces neared Kabul, the siege
was broken, and the attackers were repelled. After 11 years,
in 1639 AD, Shah Jahan visited Kabul for the first time as an
emperor. On this occasion, and in four subsequent trips, he
came to Kabul in the spring, when the snow was melting, and
returned to India in early autumn. Each time he stayed in
Kabul, his troops were occupied with military operations,
attempting to regain their territories in the Amu Darya

A



Slogs Llidxs
(Oksose) region or to re-conquer the province of Kandahar
from the Persians.

The expenses of military operations, along with
construction plans and repairs, had adverse effects on the
royal budget and the finances of his government. During his
second visit to Kabul in 1646 AD, concerns were raised about
these expenses, as although Jahangir had renovated the
outer walls of the fortress "with construction materials,” the
construction was not "sufficiently strong" (it is possible that
mud was used in the construction). Shah Jahan ordered that
these structures be rebuilt and "plaster and construction
materials be used" (indicating that plaster was applied on
bricks). Meanwhile, since the fortifications of the Bala Hissar
lacked water, it was decided to build a wall in the south of the
palace or to enclose a well and use its water.

In 1657 AD, Shah Jahan's son Awrangzeb deposed his
father and kept him imprisoned in one of the forts in Agra. For
two years, Awrangzeb was at war with his brother to gain
control of the empire. Although later, due to the renovations of
domes and porticoes, he gained credibility and prestige in the
upper part of the fortress and received recognition for building
a mosque in the lower part of the fortress, he was unable to
return to Kabul at any opportunity. Awrangzeb died in 1707
AD, and none of the surviving members of the Mughal Empire
could visit Kabul. The city was under the administration of a
governor. In June 1738 AD, the Persian ruler Nader Shah
Afshar seized Kandahar and set out towards Kabul. The
governor of Kabul had previously requested financial
assistance from the empire and asked for sustenance for his
troops, to whom he already owed money. However, receiving
no response, he was forced to retreat to Peshawar. The city of
Kabul was occupied by Nader Shah Afshar's forces, although
some resistance was made in the Bala Hissar, which was
eventually captured after a short siege and a small attack.
Nader Shah Afshar stayed here for several months before
embarking on a great plan to conquer half the Indian
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subcontinent. He then moved towards Persia through Kabul
once again.

When Nader Shah Afshar was assassinated in 1747, his
general Ahmad Shah Durrani returned from Persia to take
control of Afghanistan, and at that time, the fortress of Kabul
was administered by the Persian army. Ahmad Shah reached
an agreement with them regarding the surrender of the place,
selecting Kandahar as his capital within his realm.

In 1773, his son, Timur Shah, transferred the capital back
to Kabul. The significance of Kabul had been neglected to a
certain extent since the time of Nader Shah Afshar, particularly
in terms of the fortress and its historical assets, especially
regarding its need for care and restoration. Timur Shah carried
out suitable measures during his twenty-year reign. However,
following this, the affairs of governance and rule in
Afghanistan fell into internal turmoil and strife, yet the
significance of the fortress of Kabul remained prominent.

In the early 19th century, one of Timur Shah's sons,
known as Shah Shuja-ul-Mulk, ascended the throne in Kabul,
bringing about a period of prosperity for the fortress and giving
it better attention. Later, Amir Dost Mohammad Khan Barakzai
came to power in 1828 AD.

Archaeological research conducted in various zones
yielded evidence of warfare artifacts, including fabric
remnants, metal objects, lead bullets, and weaponry material,
discovered from the excavations. Evidence indicated that
combustion had occurred in a section below the northern wall
of the fortress, with blackened ash residues, likely from
gunpowder, clearly visible.

According to General Woodburn in his book "The Siege of
Kabul," the uppermost part of the fortress was an important
military storehouse, housing weapons, an armory, a
gunpowder mill, and several gunpowder depots during the rule
of Amir Sher Ali Khan. After the English troops occupied the
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fortress, one of the gunpowdezg depots exploded, Kkilling
1<°.

several English military personne

Figures 019 and 0: the view of ash, metal, lead, string in trenéh of 005 Zone 1
(photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

Furthermore, Ahmad Ali Kohzad confirmed the subject of
the fire in the fortress during Amir Mohammad Khan's reign,
which included the explosion of a gunpowder depot in a large

%8 Burn, Wood. 2009. Bala Hissar Kabul. Translated by Ghulam Jilani Ariz,
Page 30.
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pit at the base of the fortress wall. The conflagration greatly
perturbed and alarmed the English, as the pit housed around
70 tons of gunpowder and several million cartridges, with the
smoke column rising hundreds of feet into the sky, casting
Kabul's sky, from the fortress to the English camp on
Maranjan Hill, into a terrifyingly dark and eerie night®.

Excavations in the eighth and fourth zones of the second
zone revealed war remnants from the time of the Democratic
Republic of Afghanistan, including leather objects, glass
bottles, and relatively worn newspapers with readable Russian
text.

et 3 (s £ ,-;’ BT A
Figures 021 and 022: the view of glass bottles, leather shoes and Russian
newspapers in trench of 008 Zone 2 (photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

#_ Kuhzad. Ahmad Ali. Bala Hissar Kabul. Afghanistan Historical association.
1340. Page 439.

\ gy



SligS il
After the excavation in the 9th zone of the second zone,
remnants of a military depot, part of which had been
destroyed, were found, with evidence of warfare, tank
remnants, lead bullets, and ammunition boxes unearthed.
Additionally, 27 storerooms (Magazine) or military munitions
depots were identified and have been turned into a Visitor
Center or Museum at the top, south, and east of the second
zone and the north of the base of the hill.*® After the
excavation of the ninth zone of the second zone, a total of 28
depots inside the fortress were recorded.®* These depots were
likely dug during the rule of the Democratic Republic of
Afghanistan. Moreover, remnants of an important munition’s
depot were discovered from the excavations, including a large
amount of unused munitions such as mines, mortar shells,
and rockets, which were then removed and cleared by the
Mine Action program from the 9th zone of the second zone.

3 Participant at excavation of Bala Hissar in 2023.September 17.
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-

of war tools from trench of 009 zone 2

Figures 023 and 024: remains
(photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).

The book "Ancient Afghanistan” mentions that after being
destroyed due to wars, the reconstruction of the fortress took
place in the 18th century, with the British military mission
established in the region. After 1880 AD, it served as a military
arsenal and prison, despite suffering significant harm and
damage during the years of conflict; it is still in use by military
forces today.

Other activities

During of research and excavation of Bala Hissar Kabul
the interest of Kabul University and Bamiyan university
students gave information about Bala Hissar and
archaeological activities. In relation to the spiritual value of
ancient artifacts and historical assets of the country, especially
how to excavate and register archaeological objects then the
preservation and protection of archaeological sites and its role
in the development of awareness of future generation,
economic and social prosperity of the people, it was discussed
with great interest. On behalf of side and the students, they
showed interest and expressed their commitment to try
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preserve and protect movable and immovable archaeological
objects everywhere.

Figures 025: during explain of registration objects after excavation in Bala
Hissar Camp for Bamiyan teachers and students (photographer: Hafiz
Hazim).
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Figures 026: during explain of exaction, stratigraphy, numbering of feature
and layer in in 03 trench zone 2 for Bamiyan teachers and students
(photographer: Sarwar Hedayat).
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Conclusion

As a result, the excavation of 37 trenches in the 5
zones in Bala Hissar of Kabul by Ministry of Information
and Culture (MolC) and the Agha Khan Cultural Service
has revealed that the oldest historical period of Bala Hissar
dates back to the Stone Age. Subsequently, artifacts from
the historical periods of the Kushan, Kabul Shahis, Hindu
Shahis, Turk Shahis, Ghaznavids, Timurids, Mongols or,
Gorgani Timurid, Afghan-English wars, the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan and recent conflicts have
been discovered during archaeological excavations. It
should be noted that archaeological research in the Bala
Hissar continues, and it is likely that further activities will
shed more light on the history of the Bala Hissar. If the
archaeological excavations in this area continue, it is likely
that even older periods existed. This requires further study
and archaeological research.
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