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Distinguished Manuscript and Textual Studies
Scholar Professor Abdulghani Mirzayev

Professor Zalmay Hewadmal
Abstract

This article examines the academic standing and scholarly
contributions of a prominent Central Asian figure who remains
little known in Afghanistan.

Professor Mirzayev maintained strong relationships with
academic institutions and with leading scientific and cultural
scholars. This brief note introduces his esteemed profile to the
readers of this magazine in our country.
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The Three Islands of the Persian Gulf and Their Role

in the Relations Between the Islamic Republic of

Iran and the United Arab Emirates
Assoc. Prof. Razia Ghaws
Abstract

The three islands of the Persian Gulf (Abu Musa, Greater
Tunb, and Lesser Tunb) hold special importance for Iran and
the United Arab Emirates due to their geopolitical and
geostrategic positions. The dispute over these islands dates
back to the period of British colonial presence in the Persian
Gulf—when the coastal emirates of the region did not yet
exist as a unified country and were under British protection.
Within this framework, Britain granted administrative
authority over the islands to the two sheikhdoms of Sharjah
and Ras Al Khaimah.

Before the withdrawal of British forces from the region in
1971, an agreement was reached between Iran and Britain
regarding Abu Musa Island, based on which sovereignty over
the island was shared equally between Iran and Sharjah. In
contrast, no agreement was made concerning the Greater
and Lesser Tunbs. Iran, by deploying military forces to these
two islands, asserted and consolidated its sovereignty.

In the same year, with the establishment of the United
Arab Emirates and its official declaration of independence,
the new state raised claims over the three islands and
submitted a complaint to the United Nations seeking their
return. However, the UAE’s diplomatic efforts have so far



yielded no results, and the dispute remains one of the most
significant challenges in the bilateral relations of the two
countries—although it has had little impact on their
economic relations.
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islands An instrument of Building a UAE Arab Identity”,
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The Position of Central Asian Countries on the Hamas-
Israel War and Its Impacts on their Foreign Policy

Assos. Prof. Rahmatullah Hemat Mazlumyar

Abstract:

After the Hamas-Israeli conflict and the Israeli attacks on
Gaza, Central Asian countries showed a soft response and
issued statements calling for a peaceful settlement of the
conflict; on the other hand, Central Asian countries continued
to relations with Israel and tried to keep satisfy both sides.
Central Asian countries’ Israel strengthening relationships leads
Central Asia to strengthening relations with the West, especially
the United States.

The Central Asian countries haven’t taken any significant
action against Israel’s crimes in Gaza, likewise prevented the
protests against Israel which cultivated by the civilian people.
The Central Asia countries may face problems at inside the
country and abroad, their citizens resort to violence at home
and may create security threats, and in foreign policy, their
relations with Islamic countries may deteriorate.
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Assoc. Prof. Khatira Shinwari
Abstract

Russia and Iran maintain a multifaceted relationship
grounded in shared interests, strategic imperatives, and
common geopolitical objectives. Their partnership spans a
broad spectrum, encompassing political cooperation,
economic collaboration, cultural exchange, and joint efforts
in the field of security. This reflects not only pragmatic
considerations but also a mutual recognition of each other’s
regional significance and global aspirations. While Russia
possesses substantial military capabilities as a major regional
power, it continues to rely on the collaboration of other
states to advance its economic development and strengthen
its regional and global influence. This interdependence
highlights the importance of strategic partnerships in
achieving broader national objectives beyond military
strength alone.

On the other hand, Iran—grappling with ongoing Western
sanctions—relies on Russian support to advance its strategic
objectives. While political-security and economic relations
between the two nations have a longstanding foundation,
these connections have significantly strengthened and
broadened since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022,
reflecting a growing alignment of interests in response to
shifting global dynamics. At present, Russia and Iran are actively
collaborating in key areas such as energy, transit, and security.



These joint efforts not only reinforce the bilateral relationship
but also carry the potential to significantly influence the
broader geopolitical landscape of the region.
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The Zangezor Corridor: Beneflts and Concerns of the
Regional Countries
Assoc. Prof. Abdulkhaliq Ferdaus
Abstract

In the South Caucasus, the Zangezur Corridor connects
Azerbaijan to its autonomous republic, Nakhchivan, which does
not have a direct land border with central Azerbaijan. This
corridor holds geopolitical and transit importance not only for
Azerbaijan but also for other countries in the region.

This article focuses on the interests and concerns of the
countries linked with the Zangezur Corridor, particularly Turkey,
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Iran, and Russia.

Using a descriptive-analytical research method, the article
examines the political, economic, and geopolitical impacts of this
corridor on the involved countries.

The findings indicate that the corridor creates significant
opportunities for Turkey and Azerbaijan, and to some extent for
Russia, in areas such as trade, energy transfer, and regional
connectivity. For Armenia, it offers benefits in terms of security
and the development of regional relations. However, a major
concern for Armenia is that the construction of this corridor
would result in the loss of its land border with Iran and
diminished control over the Syunik region. Additionally, the
construction of the corridor reduces Iran's geopolitical
importance and threatens its transit significance.

In conclusion, the article emphasizes that diplomatic efforts
are essential to address these concerns while maximizing the
opportunities provided by the corridor to promote regional
stability and economic cooperation in the South Caucasus.
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A Study on the Reciprocal Impacts of Russia- Ukraine
and Iran- Isaril Wars
Asst. Prof. Mohammad Ismail Amiri
Abstract

The world today faces complex security crises, shaped by regional
wars, rivalries between great powers, proxy conflicts, cyber-attacks,
and economic pressures. The global order has become chaotic since
the Cold War, giving rise to new threats. The war between Russia and
Ukraine, which began in 2014 and escalated in 2022, poses a major
threat to the security of Eastern Europe. Russia seeks to protect itself
from Western influence and increase its own sway in the region,
while Ukraine desires support from Western nations. This war has
created deep divisions between NATO, the European Union, the
United States, and Russia. On the other hand, the conflict between
Iran and Israel, ongoing since the establishment of the state of Israel,
involves Iran's refusal to recognize Israel as a state, and Israel's
assertion that Iran supports its proxy forces in the region—such as
Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and the Hamas
movement in Palestine. Israel also views Iran's nuclear program as a
major threat. Consequently, the wars in both Eastern Europe and the
Middle East have not only endangered the security of their respective
regions but have also paved the way for increased rivalry among
global powers and instability in international security.

This article will examine the Russia-Ukraine and Iran-Israel wars
and their reciprocal impacts. Studying these mutual effects is
important for Afghanistan because the country is adversely
affected by these geopolitical tensions, and any global change
directly impacts it.

The research aims to present an analytical picture of the
reciprocal effects of the Russia-Ukraine and Iran-Israel wars and
assess their impact on Afghanistan.



The study will also propose strategic recommendations for
Afghanistan's foreign policy, enabling the country to adopt a
balanced and beneficial position within the changing global order.
It will also address the questions of how these two wars emerged,
what their mutual effects are, and what impact these wars have
had on Afghanistan.

This research employs an analytical-descriptive methodology.
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The importance of the Wakhan Corridor and the challenges
of its implementation in Afghanistan
Asst. Prof. Kousha Akbari

Abstract:

This paper focuses on analyzing the significance of the Wakhan
Corridor and the challenges associated with its implementation in
Afghanistan. The Wakhan Corridor is a strategic passage in
northeastern Afghanistan that can connect the country to China
and serve as a bridge between Central and South Asia. This
corridor holds substantial geopolitical and economic importance
for Afghanistan. On the one hand, the Wakhan Corridor can help
reduce Afghanistan’s isolation, enhance its position in regional
power dynamics, and increase the country’s capacity to influence
regional developments.

It can also play a critical role in strengthening Afghanistan’s
cooperation with China and fostering broader regional linkages.
On the other hand, the corridor is economically significant as it
opens new trade routes and stimulates regional competition.
However, the operationalization of the Wakhan Corridor faces
significant challenges. The region’s mountainous terrain, high
costs, inadequate infrastructure, and financial constraints are
among the primary obstacles to the project’s implementation.

Additionally, regional power rivalries and China’s security-
focused approach toward Afghanistan exacerbate the political and
security challenges of realizing the corridor. Despite these
obstacles, leveraging the corridor’'s potential could create
promising prospects for Afghanistan’s economic development and
enhance its geopolitical standing. Achieving this goal requires
strategic planning, domestic stability, attraction of foreign
investment, and strengthened regional cooperation.
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Asst. prof. Ashiqullah ikhlasyar
Abstract

When the Islamic Revolution in Iran succeeded in 1979,
rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia began in the Middle
East. Their competition made the region very unstable and
created a favorable ground for meddling by major powers,
which in turn accelerated the rivalry further. After 2001, their
relations were strained with many problems, but later, in
2005, the rivalry somewhat eased; however, due to the
reactions of Iran’s political system, this ease did not last,
because both sides were pursuing their own advancement,
which kept the rivalry alive.

The question of this study is: what do Iran and Saudi Arabia
wants in the Middle East, and what policies do they pursue?
The study shows that the Iran—Saudi rivalry is conducted in the
interests of the United States in the region; both sides strive to
show proper respect to the United States and to secure
benefits for themselves and as guarantees for the other. In a
situation where both Iran and Saudi Arabia are Islamic states,
their rivalry is very dangerous and has bad consequences;
especially its effects are most felt in Islamic countries.
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