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Analysis of Conceptual Metaphors of Death in the

Stories of Sohrab, Khaqan -e- Chin, and
Davazdah-Rukh

Asistant Professor Nik Mohammad Naziri

Asistant Professor Shabir Ahmad Arifzad

Abstract

In cognitive linguistics, it is believed that the human mind
understands abstract concepts through concrete concepts via
metaphorical mechanisms. Death, like life, is an abstract concept,
and humans attempt to make this abstract concept comprehensible
by relying on cultural and experiential knowledge. We often hear
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or say expressions such as “wrestling with death”, “grappling with
death”, “not escaping death”, “death is the end of life”, “between
life and death”, “on the brink of death”, “death is a terrifying fire”
and “death is the enemy of humans.” In all these expressions, the
abstract concept of death is constructed through tangible and
perceptible concepts such as enemy, journey, and fire.
Accordingly, this study, based on Lakoff and Johnson’s conceptual
metaphor theory and employing an analytical-descriptive method,
aims to show which concepts make death understandable in the
stories of Sohrab, Khaqan of China, and Davazdah-Rukh, and why
these concepts are used for death. The findings indicate that
Ferdowsi employs metaphors of justice and law, fire, journey,
hunter, tomb, weapon, gravedigger, and infant to concretize the
concept of death.

Keywords: cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphor, death,
Shahnameh
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An Analysis of the Mystical Ideas of Shaykh Zayn
al-Din Khwafi
(Based on the treatise Manhaj al-Rashad)

Assistant Professor Jawad Fayzi

Abstract

This research deals with the examination of the mystical ideas and
views of Zayn al-Din Abu Bakr Khwafi, a prominent mystic of the
eighth and ninth centuries AH in Herat. The importance of this
topic lies in the fact that although Herat was a center for the
growth of Sufism and mysticism during the Timurid period, the
ideas of many mystics of that era, including Khwafi, have not yet
been introduced and analyzed in a comprehensive manner. The aim
of the research is to identify the theoretical foundations of Sufism
and Khwafi’s mystical conduct and wayfaring, the methods of
attaining knowledge, and the mystical states and stations in his
works. The research method is based on the study of texts and
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corrected editions of his works, especially the treatise Manha;j al-
Irshad, as well as other related works, and content analysis of these
sources. The findings of the research show that Khwafi considered
knowledge of God possible only through moral virtues and a
complete life based on loyalty to one’s covenant, observing
moderation in speech and behavior, contentment, and patience. He
also regarded Sharia and Truth as identical and considered
following the Prophet to be the fundamental condition for
wayfaring and attaining knowledge. He analyzed the concepts of
path, state, station, witnessing, and sainthood within the framework
of Sharia and emphasized that any kind of knowledge and
witnessing without observance of Sharia and the spiritual path is
unacceptable.

Keywords: Mysticism, Shaykh, Khwafi, Sufism, Manhaj al-
Rashad.
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The Cultural and Literary-Scientific Relationship
of Amir Alisher Nava‘i with Mawlana Jami and
Va‘iz Kashifi

Assist. Researcher: Mazharuddin Labib

Abstract

The Timurid period is regarded as one of the golden ages of
Islamic cultural and intellectual history, during which scholarly
and literary activities reached their peak in the late ninth century
AH. In this era Nizam al-Din Amir Alisher Navai, as an
enlightened and knowledge-oriented statesman, played a pivotal
role in fostering a vibrant intellectual environment through his
support of learning and culture. His support facilitated the
gathering of prominent scholars and literary figures such

N4
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as Maulana Nur al-Din Abd al-Rahman Jami and Mulla Husayn
Waiz Kashifi at the Timurid court in Herat, significantly
contributing to the flourishing of scientific and literary life. This
study aims to analyze Navai’s relationships with his contemporary
scholars, examine the intellectual, cultural, and literary dimensions
of these interactions, and evaluate their role in shaping the
scholarly and literary networks of the Timurid court in Herat. The
research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology based on
library and documentary sources. The findings indicate that Amir
Ali-Shir Navai played a central role in the cultural eftflorescence of
the Timurid period by establishing an extensive network of
intellectual and cultural relations. His relationship with Jami was
grounded in profound literary respect and a mentor—disciple
dynamic, while his interaction with Kashifi focused on literary,
religious, and homiletic foundations. This tripartite collaboration
led to the production of enduring works and transformed Herat into
a radiant center of Islamic civilization. The study concludes that
Navai’s role in consolidating the cultural and literary atmosphere
of the Timurid court and in promoting the development of Turkish
(Uzbek) language and literature was unparalleled and decisive.
Keywords: Amir Alisher Navai, Timurid, Mawlana Abdulrahman
Jami, Va‘iz Kashifi and relations.
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The Role of Persian Lixicon in the Poetry of
Abdul Rahman Baba

Assistan Professor Khalid Nizami
Assistan Professor Abdullah Amian
Assistan Professor Nuhzatullah Adil

Abstract

Languages interact with one another due to various factors, and
lexical borrowing is a fundamental part of this process.
Accordingly, the Pashto language has adopted numerous
loanwords from Dari Persian, which are prominently featured in its
poetry—most notably in the works of AB.Rahman Baba, one of
the most distinguished poets of this language. The primary
objective of this research is to identify and extract the contribution
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of Dari Persian words and analyze how they are utilized in the
poetry of this gifted poet. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical method based on library resources. The statistical
population includes the entire poetic collection of Rahman Baba.
For the research sample, thirteen ghazals were selected through
systematic purposive sampling, within which words of Dari
Persian origin were identified and extracted. The findings indicate
that Dari Persian words account for 19.3% of the vocabulary in
AB.Rahman Baba’s poetry and are used throughout his entire
corpus. These words appear as rhymes in a large number of
ghazals and are used in ten instances as Mulamma (macaronic
verse). The results suggest that Dari Persian words hold a
significant and remarkable position in his poetry. He utilized these
words naturally, without modification, showing a greater tendency
toward words with simple structures.

Keywords: AB.Rahman Baba, Persian Words, Intertextuality,
Pashto Poetry.
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Golzar e- Sanglichi and the Function of Folkloric

Literature in the Reproduction of Badakhshan’s
Cultural Memory

Najibullah Roman

Abstract

This study examined the role of Golzar Sangalechi, a folk poet
from Zebak district of Badakhshan Province, in the reproduction of
cultural memory through oral literature. The main research
problem was to explain how the poetry and oral narratives of a
non-written poet remained enduring in the collective memory of
the local community and contributed to the transmission of cultural
identity. The study was conducted using a qualitative approach and
a historical-ethnographic method. Data were collected through
field interviews with local informants, participant observation,
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analysis of oral narratives, and review of digital sources. The
theoretical framework was based on the concepts of cultural
memory, oral literature, and collective identity. The findings
showed that Golzar Sangalechi’s poems, due to their simple
language, musical structure, connection with local music, and
mystical-social themes, played a significant role in preserving
historical experiences, moral values, and the cultural identity of the
people of Zebak. The results indicated that oral literature in
societies with limited access to formal publishing systems
functioned not only as a substitute for written literature but also as
one of the most important mechanisms for sustaining cultural
memory, and figures such as Golzar Sangalechi could be
considered effective carriers of collective memory.

Keywords: Golzar Sangalechi; Oral Literature; Cultural Memory;
Folk Culture; Badakhshan; Zebak
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