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The Reflection Influence of Greek and Indian

Art on the Artifacts of the Kushan Period in
Begram

By: professor Ketab Khan Faizi

Abstract

Afghanistan is an ancient and historically significant country
that has encompassed and sustained diverse cultures within its
geographical and civilizational sphere. At one time, it functioned as
a major commercial corridor linking the East and the West. These
cultures gradually integrated with the indigenous culture of this
ancient region, leaving enduring material and cultural traces.

Begram, located in the ancient region of Kapisa, constitutes an
important archaeological and historical site. It once served
successively as a center under the Achaemenids, the Greeks, and

\
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ultimately the Kushans, and preserves remarkable and
unparalleled artistic architecture and artifacts.

This article examines the manifestation and influence of
imported artistic traditions such as Greek, Indian, and others during
the Kushan period in Begram. It is hoped that this study will be of
interest to distinguished readers and scholars.
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A Brief Perspective on the Names of Kushan

Kings from the Viewpoint of Archaeological
Findings

By: professor Faiqa Lahza Faizi

Abstract

This article examines the names and titles of the kings of the
Kushan dynasty. Many scholars have expressed doubt regarding
the indigenous origin of these royal names and epithets. However,
recent advances in auxiliary disciplines especially historical
linguistics and the study of ancient scripts have made it possible to
address this issue more clearly. Through careful analysis conducted
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by specialists in language studies and ancient writing systems
concerning the languages spoken by the early inhabitants of Bactria
and ancient Ariana, the original roots, meanings, and semantic
content of the names and titles recorded in inscriptions whether
stone carvings, coin legends, or other engraved documents can be
identified with greater certainty. This article briefly discusses and
highlights these findings.
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Early Stupas and the Role of the Kushans in
Their Architectural Evolution
By: Professor Mujtaba Arify

Abstract

Stupa in Sanskrit means hill or mound, which is a sacred
building in Buddhism, which was built to house the relics of Buddha
and some sacred beings. Yadgar or Dhatu is expressed in Sanskrit.
Any work assigned to Buddha is considered a relic. These relics
include a tooth, a bowl, a cloth or a tent, or a part of a tree under
which he attained enlightenment. Relics may also be related to
other Buddhist figures. Later, with the spread of Buddhism, the
sacred texts of this religion were also included. The stupa building
is the most prominent Buddhist building and architecture and its age
is greater than other buildings. Although the Buddhist stupas of
Ashoka in India are more numerous and older. But the stupas of
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Afghanistan, especially the Gandhara region on the route of the
Kabul River, are not the least of them. Both sides of the Kabul Sea
have nurtured a great Greco-Buddhist civilization, and stupas have
risen along this route. From Bagram to Kabul, Logar, Nangarhar,
and its suburbs, stupas in various forms have attracted Buddhist
pilgrims.

Keywords: Stupa, Kushans, architecture, early, Sanskrit and
symbols
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The Nomadic Element in the Kushan Empire
(1st=3rd Century AD)

By: Frantz Grenet
Translated by: Associat Professor Ali Ahmad Jafari

Translator’s Abstract

The present article, entitled “The Nomadic Element in the Kushan
Empire from the First to Third Century CE” by Franz Grenet, is
regarded as one of the valuable studies in the field of historical and
civilizational research on the Kushan Empire, originally published in
English. In this work, the author, drawing upon historical evidence
and data, examines the position and role of nomadic elements in
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the formation, development, and continuity of the political and social
structure of the Kushan Empire.

The significance of this research lies in the fact that nomadism and
its influence on the historical transformations of the Kushans
constitute one of the fundamental subjects in studies related to the
history of Central Asia and the cultural sphere of ancient Bactria.
Therefore, the present article can serve as a reliable and useful
source for researchers, professors, students, and other individuals
interested in Kushan studies.

Considering the scholarly value of this work, its translation into Dari
was entrusted to me by the International Center for Kushan Studies.
It is hoped that the publication of this translation will provide greater
opportunities for researchers and interested readers to benefit from
the scientific findings of this study and will represent, however
modestly, a step toward the expansion of Kushan studies in the Dari
language.
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The restoration of pottery

By: Esmatullah Sarwari

Abstract:

Ancient Ariana, yesterday’s Khorasan and today’s Afghanistan,
as one of the cradles of ancient civilizations, with its rich and diverse
cultural heritage in various fields, stands out; among which the art
of pottery is considered a significant legacy. Pottery artifacts
discovered in different parts of the country including Balkh, Jowzjan,
Samangan, Herat, Kandahar, Ghazni, Bamiyan, Kapisa, Kabul,
Nangarhar, and especially Mes Aynak in Logar can serve as clear
evidence of this fact. As is evident, pottery vessels in the past were
among the most commonly used human tools, and as a result, they
are abundantly unearthed during archaeological excavations. Over
the course of time, as well as due to natural and human-induced
incidents, pottery objects become fractured; therefore, it is
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necessary that the broken artifacts be cleaned and restored through
scientific methods.

This article examines the scientific methods of pottery
restoration, analyzes the current condition of artifacts, evaluates the
challenges faced in the process of conservation and restoration,
and presents approaches based on international standards for
pottery conservation. Moreover, the study also explores successful
restoration experiences at the national and regional levels, and
considers the use of modern technologies alongside traditional
restoration knowledge.
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An Archaeological Field Study of the Ancient
Sites in Sar-e Pol Province

By: Sultan Massod Moradi

Abstract

Sar-e Pol Province, located in the cultural sphere of Bactria
(Bactria), is one of the northern provinces of Afghanistan and lies
within one of the oldest centers of urban civilization and intercultural
interaction in the ancient world. Despite its historical significance,
Sar-e Pol as part of this cultural landscape has so far received
limited scholarly attention and has rarely been subjected to
systematic archaeological investigation. Nevertheless, recent
surveys conducted by the Archaeological Committee have led to
the identification, documentation, and delimitation of several
archaeological sites and historical monuments, covering a broad
chronological range from the pre-Islamic to the Islamic periods.
Historically, this province was situated within the territory of ancient
Balkh and was formerly considered part of Jowzjan (Guzgan).
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Similar to other major archaeological regions of ancient Bactria, the
area has experienced various historical transformations and
fluctuations across different periods. Sar-e Pol Province contains
numerous archaeological sites and historical remains, and to date,
twenty-one archaeological sites have been discovered in the region.
During the present phase of research, eleven archaeological sites
and historical monuments were surveyed, recorded, and their
protective boundaries were determined.
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the Concept and Etymology of “Yavuguasa”
Title of Kujula Kadphises

By: Sayed Hussian Burhani

Abstruct

In Kushan studies, one of the most controversial issues
concerns the title “Yavugua” attributed to the Kushan ruler Kujula
Kadphises, a subject on which scholars have long presented
divergent interpretations. This study undertakes a fundamental re-
examination of the etymology of this title, which appears in the
Kharoshthi inscriptions on the coins of Kujula Kadphises in the form
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“Yavuguasa” and has frequently been equated by researchers with
the title Yabgu. Drawing upon numismatic evidence and linguistic
sources, and employing the comparative method, this research
proposes a new hypothesis regarding the origin, semantic
foundation, and historical continuity of this title within the Bactrian
cultural sphere.

The proposed Turkic meanings of the term (such as “traveler”
or “wanderer”) lack conceptual coherence with the status and
function of a sovereign ruler. By focusing on the earliest use of this
epithet by the first Kushan ruler, Kujula Kadphises, on coins dating
to the first century CE, and by analyzing its semantic compatibility
with the ideological and political framework of the Kushan state, the
study argues that “Yavugua” was employed in the sense of “savior”
and is rooted in Aryan language, ideology, and belief systems. An
examination of the continuous use of this title in various forms
across the cultural geography of Bactria from the first to the eighth
century CE, together with an analysis of its morphological structure
and semantic development, provides evidence for the authenticity
of its Aryan origin.

Adopting an interdisciplinary approach and utilizing a historical-
analytical research method, this article seeks to substantiate and
clarify this hypothesis.

Keywords: Kujula Kadphises, Yavugua, Yabgu, Kushan,
Bactria, Saoshyant, Savior
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Mes Aynak’s stupas conservations
safeguarding knowledge. Stupas function as archaeological
archives that provide insights into construction techniques, religious
practices, and cultural interactions across centuries. Their
preservation ensures that future generations of researchers can
continue to reinterpret and expand our understanding of the past.

In a broader context, conserving Mes Aynak’s stupas
contributes to strengthening national identity, promoting cultural
continuity, and potentially supporting sustainable development
through heritage-based initiatives. However, achieving these
outcomes requires a value-based conservation approach one that
respects the historical, cultural, and spiritual significance of the
monuments while applying scientifically grounded methods.

Ultimately, the preservation of these stupas is a shared
responsibility. Without timely and well-planned conservation efforts,
irreversible loss is inevitable. Therefore, integrating archaeological
research, conservation science, and cultural policy is crucial to
ensure that Mes Aynak remains a living testament to Afghanistan’s
rich and interconnected past.
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archaeological context and addressing the practical requirements
of stupa management. The need for large-scale manual operations
highlights both the logistical difficulties and the ethical
considerations involved in safeguarding heritage structures within
constrained monastic environments.

For Stupa No. 16 at Site Mes 045, located in Room 39 and
recorded on 9 April 2014, the proposed threats and removal method
reflect both the monument’s current condition and the practical
limitations of the site. Stabilization is recommended as the primary
measure, ensuring that the surviving lower components and
decorative plaster details are chemically consolidated to prevent
further deterioration. Following this, a single removal operation is
advised, allowing the stupa to be carefully dismantled and relocated
in one coordinated process. This approach balances conservation
ethics with logistical necessity, safeguarding the cultural and
architectural significance of the monument while addressing the
challenges posed by restricted access and the requirement for
extensive earthworks.

Conclusion

The study and conservation of the stupas at Mes Aynak clearly
demonstrate that these monuments are far more than isolated
architectural remains; they are integral components of
Afghanistan’s historical landscape and cultural identity. As products
of the Kushan period and the broader Buddhist tradition, these
structures embody a synthesis of religious symbolism, architectural
innovation, and socio-economic development, particularly in
relation to trade networks such as those linked to copper production
at the site.

The analysis of the surveyed stupas reveals both their artistic
sophistication and their current vulnerability. Structural damage,
loss of upper elements, limited accessibility, and environmental as
well as human-induced threats underline the urgent need for
systematic conservation interventions. The documented strategies
such as condition assessment, chemical stabilization, controlled
removal, and continuous monitoring are not merely technical
procedures but essential actions to preserve the integrity and
authenticity of these monuments.

Furthermore, the research reinforces the idea that conservation
is not only about protecting physical structures, but also about
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Mes Aynak’s stupas conservations
Stupa No. 16 in Room 39 of Site Mes 045, recorded on 9 April 2014,
survives today in a fair state of preservation. The lower architectural
components remain intact, retaining their structural clarity and
decorative articulation, yet the monument is incomplete due to the
loss of its upper section, which originally featured a hemispherical
dome. In addition, the wall faces exhibit noticeable damage, further
diminishing the stupa’s original aesthetic and devotional presence.
Despite these losses, the surviving elements continue to convey the
monument’s architectural character and provide valuable evidence
of the design traditions and ritual significance once embodied in its
complete form.

o
Fig 9. Stupa no 16, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.

Stupa No. 16 in Room 39 of Site Mes 045 presents
considerable challenges for intervention due to the inaccessibility of
machinery within the area. Any attempt at removal or stabilization
would necessitate extensive earthworks and the demolition of
adjacent architectural remains, thereby complicating the
conservation process. This situation underscores the delicate
balance between preserving the integrity of the surrounding
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t Site No. Mes 045, within Room 39, Stupa No. 16 was documented
on 9 April 2014 as a finely constructed stone stupa of modest yet
notable proportions. Measuring 1.16 meters in length, 1.20 meters
in width, and 1.05 meters in height, the monument presents a
compact but balanced architectural form. Its calculated surface
areas 4.95 m? for the face and 1.392 m? for the top demonstrate
careful geometric planning, while the volumetric measurement of
1.46 m*® and an estimated weight of 1,900 kilograms attest to the
substantial material investment in its construction. Though smaller
than some of its counterparts, the stupa’s presence within Room 39
contributes meaningfully to the spatial and ritual organization of the
monastic complex, embodying both devotional significance and the
enduring craftsmanship of its builders.

Fig 8. Stupa no 16, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.
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heritage structures in constrained environments. This situation
highlights the delicate balance between preserving the integrity of
surrounding archaeological contexts and addressing the practical
requirements of stupa stabilization or dismantling. The necessity of
large-scale manual operations not only complicates logistical
planning but also raises critical considerations regarding
conservation ethics, site integrity, and the prioritization of
architectural heritage within the broader monastic complex.

For Stupa No. 10 at Site Mes 045, located in Courtyard 5 and
documented on 9 April 2014, the proposed threats and removal
strategy reflect both the monument’'s fragile condition and the
practical constraints of the site. The recommended approach
involves chemical stabilization, which would consolidate the
surviving lower elements and mitigate further deterioration of the
schistone masonry. Following this, a single removal operation is
advised, ensuring that the structure is carefully dismantled and
relocated in one coordinated process. This method balances the
need for preservation with the logistical realities of restricted access
and the requirement for extensive earthworks, while also
safeguarding the cultural and architectural significance of the stupa
during its transition from its original setting.

-
—
o<

Fig 7. Stupa no 16, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.
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Fig 6. Stupa no 10, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.

Stupa No. 10 in Courtyard 5, though modest in scale, reveals a
preservation state that is both instructive and poignant. The lower
portion of the monument remains in a good condition, retaining its
structural integrity and offering valuable evidence of the original
craftsmanship. In contrast, the upper architectural elements of the
stupa have not survived, leaving the monument incomplete and
fragmentary. This disparity between the well-preserved base and
the absent superstructure underscores the vulnerability of such
sacred constructions to time and environmental factors, while
simultaneously highlighting the enduring resilience of their
foundational components. The surviving lower part thus continues
to serve as a tangible witness to the architectural traditions and
devotional practices once embodied in the complete form of the
stupa.

Stupa No. 10 in Courtyard 5 presents considerable challenges
for intervention due to the inaccessibility of machinery within the
site. Any attempt at removal or conservation would therefore
necessitate extensive earthworks and the demolition of adjacent
architectural remains, underscoring the complexity of managing
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Despite its relatively smaller dimensions compared to other stupas,
the monument contributes meaningfully to the spatial and devotional
organization of Courtyard 5, offering insight into the layered architectural
traditions of the site.

UTE MEZ06
CORNTYARD §

—y =M

Fig 5. Stupa no 10, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.

In Courtyard 5, Stupa No. 10 emerges as a mid-sized
monument constructed from finely cut schistone slabs, embodying
both structural solidity and ornamental sophistication. The
architectural design is distinguished by three trilobite-headed
pilasters adorning each side, set above a decorative sequence of
entablatures and cornices that lend rhythm and refinement to the
facade. The stupa rests upon a high base, articulated into a stepped
upper section, which enhances its vertical emphasis and
ceremonial presence. This interplay of robust masonry and carefully
executed ornamentation reflects the builders’ mastery in
harmonizing functional stability with aesthetic expression, situating
the monument as a significant testament to the architectural
traditions and devotional practices of the monastery complex.
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The proposed intervention strategy for the stupa in the main
monastery courtyard emphasizes both the recognition of imminent
threats and the careful planning of removal. Given the fragile state
of preservation and the absence of access for machinery, the
method suggested involves stabilization through chemical
treatment, which would serve to consolidate the remaining
structural and decorative elements, thereby mitigating further
deterioration. Partial removal is also recommended, allowing for the
preservation of significant architectural features while addressing
the practical necessity of dismantling compromised sections. This
dual approach stabilization and selective removal reflects a balance
between conservation ethics and pragmatic site management,
ensuring that the monument’s cultural and historical value is
safeguarded even as structural interventions are undertaken.

._q o

Fig 4. Stupa no 10, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014.

At Site No. Mes 045, within Courtyard 5, a notable specimen
identified as Stupa No. 10 was recorded on 9 April 2014. Classified as a
stone stupa, this monument, though modest in scale, embodies the
architectural and ritual significance characteristic of its type. Measuring
1.06 meters in both length and width, with a height of 0.75 meters, the
structure presents a compact yet proportionally balanced form. The
calculated surface areas 3.18 m? for the face and 1.12 m? for the top
further emphasize its geometric clarity. With a volumetric capacity of 0.84
m? and an estimated weight of 1,092 kilograms, the stupa reflects both
the material density and the craftsmanship invested in its construction.

170



Mes Aynak’s stupas conservations

Kafiryat Tepe, presents a remarkable specimen identified as
Stupa No. 3, situated within Courtyard 21 and documented on 31
March 2014. This object, categorized as a stone stupa, embodies
both architectural precision and cultural significance. Its dimensions
length 1.9 meters, width 1.8 meters, and height 1.6 meters reveal a
compact yet imposing structure, while the calculated surface areas
of the face (11.84 m?) and top (3.42 m?) underscore its geometric
balance. Furthermore, the stupa’s volumetric measurement of 5.47
m? and corresponding weight of 7,111 kilograms attest to the
substantial material investment and craftsmanship involved in its
construction. Collectively, these details not only highlight the
monument’s physical attributes but also contribute to a deeper
understanding of the spatial and ritual organization within the
sacred precincts of Kafiryat Tepe.

The stupa located in the main monastery courtyard, though fair
in its current state of preservation, reveals both resilience and loss
in its architectural fabric. The eastern-facing section remains
relatively intact, retaining traces of its original plaster coat still in situ,
which offers valuable insight into its decorative surface treatment.
In contrast, the northern and western portions have suffered
extensive dismantling, reduced to the structural core and thereby
exposing the underlying construction techniques. The absence of
the crowning dome, which has not survived, further underscores the
monument’s fragmentary condition. Despite these damages, the
surviving elements continue to testify to the monument’s former
grandeur and provide a poignant reminder of the passage of time
and the vulnerability of sacred architecture within the monastic
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Here | have gathered some examples of the conservations
conducted by archaeologists on the Mes Aynak Stupas; these
examples are from the archaeological reports archived in the AIA
(Archaeology institute of Afghanistan).

Fig 1. stupa’s location, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014

Fig 2. Stupa no 3, by: Sultan Masoud Muradi, 2014
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of understanding the material traces of the past (Layton and others,
2004, p. 1).

e Conservation involves direct intervention to stabilize and
repair historical objects.

e It includes both preventive and remidial actions to address
existing damage and ensure the longevity of objects; conservation
objectives includes stabilization, remediation, halth or slow further
deterioration and repair existing damage to restore atructural
integrity and appearance.

¢ Direct actions- focuses on restoring and sablizing the object
to ensure it's longevity.

e Conditions assessment evaluating the current state of
objects to identify issues and determine appropiate conservation
measures.

e Stabilization; taking actions to halt further deterioration, such
as cleaning, repairing and consolidating fragile parts.

e Cleaning; removing surface dirt and contaminants using
appropriate techniques.

e Repairing; fixing cracks, tears or structural weaknessses
areas of objects with consolidants to prevent further damage.

e Monitoring ruglarly inspecting objects and updating records
to ensure ongoing care and address new conservation needs
(www.ArchaeologicalObjectsConservation.pdf.com).

In this essay, the discussion will be approached from the
perspective of size, examining the subject matter through its
dimensional and proportional aspects the main idea of conservation
is to ensure that every descreption of a monument stay alive and
well preserved these descriptions or important because they hold
important details; studying these details will answer the questions
that has remain in many scholars minds so not only the beauty that
these monuments holds for any viewers but for science also the
conservation process is extremely important. The conservation
process in this research has been conducted by Archaeologists in
the historical sites; due to shortage of the industrial resources and
time the archaeologists have worked on the most needed sites for
the conservations.
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The effectiveness of conservation treatment depends on our ability

to define clearly heritage values and to design treatments around
respect for values (ICCROM, 2003, p. 2).

Mes Aynak

In 1963 A.D for the first time a survey conducted by french
acheologists Gerard Fussman, architecture Luber later on other
archaeologists from this team in 1977 A.D visited this site and
illustrated that that Mes ayank's mine were also used in Kushan's
period. In the year 1980 A.D this achaeological site again survied
by a french team Zhan clude gurdan pottereylogist and archetecture
luber which after research and by study of vessels this site aged
from 2 B.C up to 14 A.D century (Bandizo, 2018, pa. 162). This
archaeological site approximatly covers 1.5 length and 1.5 km
wedth which covers 1000acre of land around Babawali mountain
where cupper is located and till this moment only a very small part
of the site has been excavated. According to descoveries in the
process of excavations in sites (Gulhamid and Tape Kaferya) these
temples are very beautifull and arthestic and it's because that
people of these sites became wealthy by cupper business.
(Masoudi, 2010, pp. 5-6).

The Buddhist stupa began it's career as a burial mound, as

a great tumulus to honor the Buddha or one of his followers.
Tradition, however, distinguishes four types of stupa:

1. A shariraka. An actual sepulcher to house the remains of the
Buddha or other holy person.

2. A paribhogika. A stupa erected over an implement, e.g. the
begging bowl, of the Buddha.

3. A uddesika. A stupa which commemorates a sacred place,
usually associated with the life of the Buddha.

4. Votive stupas. Usually small in size, erected by pious
believers in order to express their faith and obtain holy merit."

Conservation strategies

At first why are historic artefacts and monuments sometimes
deliberately destroyed, and under what conditions are they carefully
preserved? To the archaeologist, artefacts and monuments are
chiefly significant as a kind of archive, evidence of past human
activity. Preservation allows the archive to be consulted whenever
new questions about the past are generated. This is only one way
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3. Every stupa mass is oriented in accordance with the
directions of space (Snodgrass, 1985, p. 12).

The idea of the stupa, then, is overtly derived within the tradition
itself from the notion of the cairn, barrow, or tumulus, that rounded
mound of earth which served, fromEast Asia to the far reaches of
the Celtic world, as a burial place for the mighty. In some non-
Buddhist areas the cairn was elongated and became less circular
and more serpentine in structure. In other areas, the mound of earth
was faced by stone and/or plaster and became pyramidal in shape
with sharp, well-hewn edges. The stupa, then, is related to a whole
host of familiar Neolithic and Bronze Age burial mounds ranging
from the pyramid of Cheops to the great tumulus of New Grange. It
is a continuation of a tradition which seems to know no beginning
or particular area of origin. The stupa is a variation upon a primordial
symbolic theme (Williams, 2010, p. 2).

The conservation of Afghanistan's ancient Stupas is a critical
imperative, far transcending mere archaeological interest, by
safeguarding an irreplaceable testament to the nation's profound
historical and cultural significance as a crossroads of ancient
civilizations. These unique architectural and artistic marvels offer
unparalleled insights into the spread of ancient cultural traditions,
ancient trade networks, and the intricate fusion of diverse historical
influences, thereby serving as invaluable resources for historical
research, academic study, and the enrichment of global cultural
understanding. Beyond their immense educational value,
preserving these vulnerable sites protects a vital component of
Afghanistan's diverse national identity, fostering pride and
connecting its people to a complex past. Furthermore, proactive
conservation measures are essential to shield these monuments
from ongoing threats posed by natural degradation, illicit looting,
and potential ideological destruction, while simultaneously laying
groundwork for future sustainable cultural tourism and
peacebuilding initiatives that could contribute significantly to the
nation's socio-economic stability and international standing.
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about human creativity and technological progress. If they are
not conserved, erosion, weather, or human activity could destroy
this evidence forever. In simple terms, conserving stupas keeps a
direct link to our past, safeguards knowledge for future generations,
and maintains the cultural identity of the regions where they stand.

Keywords: Stupa, conservation, Mes Aynak,
archaeology and monuments.

Introduction

The thing that all of us know about and also the worlds belief it
is that the wide and archaeological traitory of our country in this
geographical frame is the evidence of remainant historical and
ancient artifacts in sites and monuments so it has enough richness.
(Farahi, 1392, p. 7). This richness in culture has it's responsibility
upon us to protect it from deffirent harms that comes towards it, one
of these monuments which represent one of most important history
term of our ancestors is Kushan dynasty and it's unique monument
which is Stupa.

The accepted defination of stupa is; Stupa or Toup is buddhist
religious structures, constructed from rubble stone, stucco and clay.
It includes both votive stupas and mailn (central) stupas. Buddhism,
it holds a highly esteemed position and has a completely ritualistic
and religious significance (Amiri, 2024, p. 7).

Stupa or pile in every central & eastern parts of Afghanistan is
common; known by the name of Toup (Faizi, 2009, p. 60)

The stupa has many and various forms. The differences
between domed, towered and pyramidal stupas is sufficiently
marked to suggest that they are the unrelated products of isolated
archetectural traditions. Despite their dissimilarities, however, all
forms of the stupa have characteristics in common:

1. Every stupa plan develops symmetrically about a central
point;

2. Every stupa volume develops symmetrically about an axis
that rises vertically from that central point;
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By: Suliman Kohistani*

Abstract

The study of stupas highlights the interplay between monumental
architecture and community identity, as these structures often
became focal points of settlement patterns, pilgrimage networks,
and local economies. In essence, stupas are not merely religious
monuments but complex archaeological repositories that illuminate
the technological ingenuity, cultural interactions, and historical
continuity of ancient civilizations.

Stupas are important to conserve because they are ancient
structures that hold valuable information about history, culture, and
architecture. They show how people in the past built, lived, and
interacted, and often contain relics, inscriptions, or layers of
construction that help archaeologists understand different time
periods. Protecting stupas also means preserving unique examples
of old building techniques and artistic styles, which can teach us

* - Professional member of Archaeology institute of Afghanistan
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emerged amid the collapse of major empires and sought to
establish new political orders through the integration of traditional
and innovative elements. On the one hand, the Kidarites preserved
significant aspects of the Kushan legacy; on the other hand, they
were compelled to reconstruct political authority in response to
changing regional circumstances. For this reason, the study of the
Kidarites not only contributes to a more accurate understanding of
the history of Afghanistan and Central Asia, but it is also expected
that further research will shed light on additional dimensions of this
relatively understudied period.
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but also contributed significantly to economic stability, since public
confidence in the monetary system and the continuation of trade
constituted essential foundations of their regional power.

In terms of governance, the Kidarites developed a political
system that may be characterized as semi-centralized. Their
presence across a vast territory extending from Bactria to Kabul and
Gandhara, combined with ethnic diversity and geographical
fragmentation, required them to maintain a balance between central
authority and the influence of local elites. While this structure
contributed to the relative durability of their rule during certain
periods, under conditions of crisis and external pressure the same
semi-centralized arrangement became a major weakness.

From an economic perspective, the findings suggest that the
Kidarites continued to benefit from their geographical position along
major trade routes and played a role in commercial networks
connecting China, India, Iran, and even the Mediterranean world.
Coinage during this period functioned not only as an instrument of
exchange but also as a medium for projecting political authority. For
this reason, numismatic evidence constitutes one of the most
important sources for understanding the political and economic
identity of the Kidarites, demonstrating that their legitimacy was
largely grounded in the continuation of Kushan symbolic traditions.

Nevertheless, the persistence of Kidarite power faced serious
challenges. Military pressure from newly emerging groups
particularly the Hephthalites alongside Sasanian rivalry and political
transformations in the Indian subcontinent gradually weakened the
Kidarites’ position. Furthermore, disruptions in trade networks and
the decline of economic resources reduced the state’s capacity to
sustain its military and administrative structures. Accordingly, the
fall of the Kidarites should be understood as the result of the
simultaneous interaction of internal factors (political weakness and
declining territorial cohesion) and external factors (Hephthalite
military pressure and shifts in the regional balance of power). This
process ultimately led to the loss of Kidarite authority and the
transfer of political dominance in Central Asia to the Hephthalite
state.

Overall, this article demonstrates that the Kidarites represent a clear
example of transitional states in Late Antiquity polities that
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and parts of Persia, provides further evidence of its Aryan identity.
The fact that their primary settlement was in Ariana and that their
political center was located in Bactria strengthens this argument.
Moreover, the travel accounts of Chinese pilgrims and visitors
explicitly state that they migrated from Central Asia into Bactria,
where their capital was known as Tahia. Gradually, however, the
migration of the Hephthalites from the north, the pressure of the
Sasanians from the west, and the consolidation of the Guptas in
India weakened the Kidarites, ultimately resulting in their defeat and
the establishment of a new empire known as the Hephthalites, who
ruled for approximately two centuries south of the Hindu Kush
(Faizi, 1404 [2025], pp. 103—104).

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the collapse of the
Kushan Empire was a gradual and multi-causal process and cannot
be attributed to a single factor. Internal dynamics such as
succession crises, the weakening of central authority, ineffective
economic management, the progressive fragmentation of the
imperial territory, and the transfer of power to local rulers were
among the most significant domestic factors that destabilized the
political foundations of the Kushans. At the same time, external
pressures—including the expansion of Sasanian influence in the
west, the rise of the Gupta state in northern India, and the large-
scale movements of nomadic groups across Central Asia—caused
the Kushans to lose their strategic position within the region’s
political and commercial networks. Collectively, these
developments transformed the Kushan Empire from a transregional
power into smaller local political entities, thereby creating favorable
conditions for the emergence of transitional states.
Within this context, the Kidarites emerged as one of the most
important post-Kushan polities. An examination of historical and
numismatic evidence demonstrates that the Kidarites sought, both
politically and culturally, to portray themselves as the legitimate
heirs of the Kushans. The adoption of titles such as “Kushan-shah,”
the continuation of coinage production based on Kushan models,
and the preservation of administrative elements such as the
Bactrian language suggest that, rather than pursuing a complete
rupture with the past, the Kidarites maintained a form of institutional
continuity. This continuity not only strengthened their political
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dynamic identity that enabled a degree of resilience in the face of
regional change (Sims-Williams, 2002, p. 231).

Nevertheless, the decline of the Kidarites was ultimately part of
the broader historical process of shifting political power in Central
Asia. The military pressure of the Hephthalites, internal structural
weaknesses, and disruptions in trade and economic networks
gradually eroded Kidarite authority and created the conditions for
the establishment of a new political order. This trajectory represents
yet another instance of the recurring Central Asian pattern of
“continuity within rupture.”

From a theoretical perspective, the study of the Kidarites
illustrates that the analysis of historical states cannot be confined to
static models. Instead, it requires attention to the interaction of
institutional continuity, historical legitimacy, and adaptation to
changing external conditions. The Kidarites provide a clear example
of how an emerging power may draw upon the heritage of a
predecessor while simultaneously introducing innovations in
political, economic, and cultural organization, thereby creating a
limited but meaningful period of relative stability. According to Faizi,
the final disappearance of the Kidarites occurred in 474 CE,
indicating a period of rule lasting approximately 254 years (Faizi,
1404 [2025], p. 103).

In conclusion, the study of the Kidarites not only contributes to
a more accurate understanding of the political and economic history
of Afghanistan and Central Asia, but also offers a theoretical
framework for analyzing other transitional states. This analysis
demonstrates that identity, legitimacy, and political authority are
constantly shaped through mutual interaction, and that
transformations in any one of these elements may lead to the
reconstruction of an entire political system.

Furthermore, in light of the preceding discussion, and with
reference to the views of the prominent Afghan scholar and
researcher Faizi, it may be added that in several works the Kidarites
have been mistakenly described as a Mongol people, with their
homeland identified as “Mongolistan.” However, according to Faizi’'s
interpretation—supported by recent archaeological discoveries—
this claim is rejected, and the Kidarites are instead characterized as
fully Aryan and as indigenous descendants of this land. This major
dynasty, which extended its domination from Central Asia to India
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At the same time, the gradual expansion of the Hephthalites
represented not merely a military development, but a broader
structural transformation in the region. By establishing a new
political order, the Hephthalites replaced the Kidarites while also
reconstructing many earlier elements within a different institutional
framework. As Khodadad Rezakhani argues:

“The transfer of power from the Kidarites to the Hephthalites
reflects a transformation in patterns of political organization in
Central Asia” (Rezakhani, 2017, p. 99).

This process may be interpreted as another phase of the
broader phenomenon of “continuity within rupture,” whereby each
new power absorbs and redefines key elements of its predecessor.

Ultimately, the fall of the Kidarites should be understood as the
combined outcome of three major factors:

1. Military pressure exerted by the Hephthalites

2. The weakening of internal structures and the declining
effectiveness of the political system

3. Disruptions in economic and commercial networks

The interaction of these factors resulted in the gradual collapse
of Kidarite authority and its replacement by a new hegemonic
power.

An analysis of the Kidarites demonstrates that they were not
merely a temporary political force, but rather a prominent example
of what may be termed a “transitional state.” Such states emerge
under conditions of regional instability and simultaneously integrate
traditional and innovative elements within their political and
economic frameworks.

Historically, the Kidarites reproduced elements of the Kushan
legacy while also taking advantage of steppe mobility to consolidate
their authority. Their political structure combining centralized royal
power with the participation of local elites represents a form of
governmental adaptability within a multi-cultural regional
environment. Economic and cultural factors likewise played a key
role in sustaining Kidarite legitimacy. Coinage functioned not only
as an economic instrument, but also as a political medium that
conveyed messages of legitimacy and historical continuity.
Simultaneously, the preservation of the Bactrian language and the
integration of diverse cultural symbols reflected a multilayered and
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steppe groups and the weakening of earlier political structures
ultimately contributed to their downfall as well.

One of the most significant factors in the weakening of the
Kidarites was the growing pressure exerted by newly emerging
steppe powers, identified in historical sources as the Hephthalites.
During the mid-fifth century CE, this group gradually rose to become
a dominant force in Central Asia and, through territorial expansion,
came into direct confrontation with the Kidarites. As Richard Frye
notes:

“The rise of the Hephthalites as a dominant force played a
decisive role in bringing Kidarite power to an end” (Frye, 1984, p.
331).

This military pressure, particularly in key regions such as
Bactria, led to the gradual loss of Kidarite control over strategic
political and economic centers.

Alongside this external threat, internal weaknesses also
accelerated the process of collapse. The Kidarite political system,
which had been based on a balance between central authority and
local elites, gradually lost its effectiveness under conditions of
sustained military pressure. In other words, the semi-centralized
structure that had functioned as an advantage during periods of
stability became a major vulnerability in times of crisis (Rezakhani,
2017, p. 97).

From an economic perspective, disruption of regional trade
networks—previously one of the principal foundations of Kidarite
power also contributed significantly to their decline. The control of
commercial routes in Gandhara and surrounding regions was
increasingly challenged as Hephthalite influence expanded,
resulting in reduced revenues and the weakening of the economic
base of the Kidarite state.

Numismatic evidence likewise reflects the gradual decline of
the Kidarites, particularly through the decreasing quality of coinage
and changes in minting patterns. According to Joe Cribb:

“Developments in late Kidarite coinage indicate a reduction in
central control and a transformation in the structure of power”
(Cribb, 1990, p. 166).

Such changes may be interpreted as reflections of political and
economic instability that ultimately led to the collapse of the
governing system.
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Fig.(5), The gold coin of Hormizd I, the Kushano-Sasanian king who ruled
between 270-300 CE. On the obverse of the coin, there is a standing image of
the king facing left; in one hand he holds a spear, and his other hand is extended
toward a fire altar. The Nandi-pada symbol appears in the center, and the Balkh
mint mark is also visible. Along the margin of the coin, the king’s name and titles
are written in the Bactrian language. On the reverse of the coin, there is an image
of the Indian deity Shiva holding a trident, standing opposite the bull Nandi, all
enclosed within a circular border. The image is taken from the website:

www.facebook.com/AfghanistanNumismatics. Date accessed: 12/1/1405.

. b

Fig.(6), The coin of Kidar I, dating to the years 350-380 CE. The inscription on
the coin is in Brahmi script. On the obverse: a bust facing right, wearing a crown
with streamers, with a Brahmi legend. On the reverse: a fire altar with attendants
and a ribbon, and a bust facing right within flames. In Brahmi script, it is written:
‘Kidara Kushana Shah.”, The image is taken from the website:
www.en.numista.com, Date accessed: 13/4/2026.

The Fall of the Kidarites and the Rise of the

Hephthalites

The decline of the Kidarites cannot be reduced to a single factor;
rather, it was the outcome of a complex interaction of military
pressures, regional transformations, and shifts in the balance of
power in Central Asia. In fact, many of the same forces that had
facilitated the rise of the Kidarites namely the mobility of nomadic
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continued to develop. Sources suggest that Greco-Buddhist art was
transmitted from this region to China, and that Kidarite rulers
employed teachers and scholars at their courts to instruct in writing
and administrative practices. Additionally, evidence from clothing
styles and royal symbols depicted in statues and coinage
demonstrates the importance of courtly ceremonies and the visual
display of political power. Kohzad notes that circular skirts and the
distinctive attire of soldiers and cavalrymen are clearly visible in the
iconography and coinage of this period. Furthermore, depictions of
crowns, royal diadems, and other symbols of sovereignty on
coinage indicate that the Kidarite rulers employed visual and
symbolic tools to reinforce political authority (Kohzad, 1384/2005,
vol. 2, p. 587).

On a broader level, the Kidarite political structure may be
regarded as a model of transitional states in which three key
elements operated simultaneously: institutional continuity, the
reconstruction of legitimacy, and adaptation to new circumstances.
Institutional continuity was manifested through the persistence of
administrative language, the retention of bureaucratic structures,
and the continuation of the Kushan monetary system. The
reconstruction of legitimacy was achieved through the adoption of
Kushan titles and symbols, while adaptation to new conditions was
reflected in the semi-centralized structure and flexible foreign policy
(Litvinsky, 1996, p. 142). This combination enabled the Kidarites to
establish a relatively stable order in an era of political instability and
to preserve, for a time, the political independence of Ariana against
external domination.

In conclusion, the Kidarite political system was neither merely
the remnant of a collapsed empire nor an entirely new political
formation, but rather a synthesis of both. By drawing upon the
Kushan legacy while simultaneously adapting to changing regional
circumstances, the Kidarites were able to play an important role in
the political history of Afghanistan and Central Asia. Nevertheless,
the growing pressure of the Hephthalites from the north, Sasanian
rivalry from the west, and political challenges in the southern Hindu
Kush gradually weakened this structure, ultimately paving the way
for the collapse of the Kidarites and the rise of the Hephthalite
Empire.

154



Kidarites: Continuity and Transformation ...

political authority. The Kidarites produced their own coinage, and
their silver and copper coins have been discovered in various
regions of Afghanistan, including Kabul, Nangarhar, Bamiyan,
Bannu, and Mes Aynak. Some coins unearthed at Mes Aynak also
suggest Sasanian influence or even political alliance, as they
display a combination of Kushan-style attire and a Sasanian crown.
Cribb highlights the legitimizing function of coinage, arguing that
Kidarite coins played a key role in reproducing political authority as
instruments of legitimacy (Cribb, 1990, p. 165).

Foreign policy and diplomatic relations constituted another
essential pillar of Kidarite political organization. Positioned among
three major powers the Sasanians, the Hephthalites, and the
Guptas the Kidarite state could not rely solely on warfare. Historical
sources suggest that the Kidarites grounded their policies in
prudence and alliance-building, utilizing both diplomatic strategies
and dynastic marriages to preserve their political existence. The
marriage of Hormizd, a Sasanian prince, to the daughter of a
Kushan ruler represents a clear example of this approach,
indicating that relations between the Kidarites and the Sasanians
were not defined exclusively by conflict, but also by active
diplomacy. Furthermore, friendly relations between the Kabul
Kushans and Samudragupta demonstrate that the Kidarites
required Indian support in order to counter the Hephthalite threat
(Faizi, 1404 [2025], pp. 84-85).

The military dimension also played a decisive role in the Kidarite
political structure, since their survival against powerful regional
rivals would not have been possible without an effective military
organization. Sources indicate that the Kidarites engaged in
numerous conflicts with the Sasanians and achieved notable
victories in certain battles. Ghirshman interprets one such defeat of
the Sasanians as evidence that Shapur Il confronted a strong and
consolidated Kidarite polity, and that these confrontations were not
merely military maneuvers. Moreover, the continuation of warfare in
371 CE and Armenian reports indicate that hostilities between these
two powers persisted, although Chinese sources do not provide full
details. Such evidence suggests that the Kidarite political system
was supported by an active and efficient military apparatus.

Alongside politics and warfare, cultural activities flourished
during the Kidarite period, and the intellectual life of Ariana
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Kush, while its southern boundary was defined by the southern
mountain ranges. Some accounts even extend the southern frontier
as far as Bannu (Bonu). It further appears that the initial political
center was Kapisa, which was later transferred to Peshawar due to
threats posed by certain tribes (Faizi, 1404 [2025], p. 97). This
division indicates that alongside central authority, local elites and
regional rulers played a significant role in administering various
parts of the territory. Litvinsky characterizes this arrangement as “a
network of local powers under central authority” (Litvinsky, 1996, p.
142). Such a semi-centralized structure was more effective for a
culturally diverse and geographically fragmented region such as
Ariana, as it allowed the government to maintain a balance between
political control and local realities.

Political centrality within the Kidarite state was also flexible and
responsive to external threats. Sources indicate that the Kidarite
capital was initially located in Kapisa but was later transferred to
Peshawar due to tribal threats and political pressures. Ghubar
identifies the Kidarite capital as “Folo Sha,” meaning Peshawar, and
states that their king was the son of “Ki-to-lo,” that is, Kidara (Faizi,
1404 [2025], p. 97). This relocation of the political center
demonstrates the Kidarite state’s capacity to adapt to military and
security challenges, suggesting that political decisions were often
driven by defensive necessities.

Economically, the Kidarite political structure was closely
connected to international trade and major communication routes.
The Silk Road, which had flourished during the period of the Greater
Kushans, continued to pass through northern Ariana during the
Kidarite era, linking China to the Near East and the Roman Empire.
This route traversed cities such as Herat, Balkh, Khush, and
Sorkhab, connected further to Eastern Turkestan, and extended
westward toward Mesopotamia and the Mediterranean coasts. This
strategic geographic position enabled the Kidarites to play a
significant role in commercial exchanges among India, China,
Rome, and Ariana. Nevertheless, sources indicate that the
Sasanians, by disrupting trade routes and exploiting eastern
commerce, contributed to the economic weakening of the Kidarites.

Coinage held a fundamental position within both the economic
and political structures of the Kidarites, since coins functioned not
only as instruments of exchange but also as vehicles for projecting
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power and administering the realm. However, such centralization
did not imply a complete rupture with the past; rather, the Kidarite
political system operated within a framework heavily influenced by
Kushan traditions Moreover, historical evidence suggests that the
Kidarites maintained a recognizable dynastic succession, with
rulers such as Kidara I, Kidara Il, Kangas, Peroz, and Rehran
mentioned in various sources, thereby confirming the continuity of
a royal institution.

One of the most significant instruments of political legitimacy in
the Kidarite state was the adoption of Kushan royal titles and
symbols. By employing titles such as “Kushan-shah,” the Kidarites
positioned themselves as successors to the Kushans and sought to
consolidate their legitimacy among local elites and subject
populations. This practice was not merely symbolic imitation, but
rather a deliberate strategy of historical legitimization. In this regard,
Joe Cribb emphasizes that “the continued use of Kushan symbols
and titles on Kidarite coinage reflects a conscious continuity of
legitimizing traditions” (Cribb, 1990, p. 162).

The continuity of symbolic legitimacy under the Kidarites was
accompanied by the persistence of administrative structures.
Linguistic evidence demonstrates that the Bactrian language
continued to function as an official and administrative language.
Nicholas Sims-Williams likewise highlights this point, stating that
“the survival of Bactrian in the documents of this period indicates
the continuity of the previous administrative apparatus” (Sims-
Williams, 2002, p. 231). This suggests that instead of creating
entirely new institutions, the Kidarites relied on surviving Kushan
administrative frameworks, a continuity that enabled their political
order to endure during a time of crisis.

From a political-geographical perspective, the Kidarite realm was
extensive, and this territorial breadth contributed to the semi-
centralized character of their government. After the collapse of the
Greater Kushans, the Kidarites or the so-called Lesser Kushans
appear to have been divided into two main branches: a Bactrian
branch ruling north of the Hindu Kush, and a Kabul branch which
formed a unified polity in the southern Hindu Kush regions, including
Kapisa, Kabul, Gandhara, and Paktiya (Pactia). The territorial
extent of this period reportedly stretched westward to the foothills of
Bamiyan, eastward to the Indus (Sind), and northward to the Hindu
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Kohzad likewise notes the survival of two minor Kushan polities
after the collapse of the Greater Kushans and refers to the territory
of these entities as the Kidarite Kingdom. He identifies Ganhgans
or Kangash as one of the prominent figures of this period and
highlights his role in political and military resistance. Ghubar further
writes that the Huns reached the Syr Darya region in 385 and 420
CE and entered Bactria in 425 CE (Faizi, 1404 [2025], p. 80). This
report indicates that the Kidarites were able to withstand external
pressures for a considerable period.

In conclusion, the origins of the Kidarites remain disputed
among scholars. While some consider them direct successors of
the Kushans, others regard them as part of the broader movement
of Aryan Huns. Nevertheless, historical and numismatic evidence
suggests that in many respects the Kidarites preserved elements of
Kushan continuity and reconstructed their authority within a new
political framework. It may therefore be argued that Kidara was
likely among the remnants of the Greater Kushans who, after a
period of consolidation and the accumulation of military strength,
rose to power and subsequently engaged in struggles against both
the Sasanians and the Hephthalites.

The Political Structure of the Kidarites

The political structure of the Kidarites cannot be understood as
a simple system or merely as an imitation of earlier models. Rather,
it was the product of a complex interaction between the Kushan
legacy, regional pressures, and the need for political legitimization
during a transitional period. The Kidarites rose to power in a context
where, following the collapse of the Greater Kushans, the former
political authority had disintegrated and society faced the necessity
of establishing a new order one that could simultaneously preserve
historical continuity and respond to the emerging regional realities.
This political environment enabled the Kidarites to play a significant
role in reconstructing political order in Ariana during the interval
between the fall of the Kushans and the rise of the Hephthalites.

The first major element in the Kidarite political structure was the
concentration of power in the person of the king. Numismatic
evidence indicates that the name “Kidara” appears prominently on
the coinage of this period, reflecting strong individual authority and
the formation of a centralized monarchical system. Within this
framework, the king played a central role in organizing political
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Kushans, their descendants entered the political arena under the
name of the Kidarites (Amini, 1394/2015, p. 24).

According to some reports, the Kidarites emerged during the
period of Kushan weakness as remnants of the same political
structure. These reports identify Kidara as the principal founder of
the Kidarites and attribute their migration from Bactria to the
southern Hindu Kush to pressure from the White Huns. Habibi
writes that after entering Kapisa and Gandhara, the Kidarites like
the Greater Kushans were organized into five principalities, with
Kidara holding the chief authority. He also describes the Kidarite
realm as extending from Bamiyan to Sind, and from the north to the
southern slopes of the Hindu Kush, with their influence reaching as
far as Bannu in the Peshawar region. He further suggests that the
initial Kidarite center may have been Kapisa, later shifting to
Peshawar as a result of Hunnic attacks (Faizi, 1404 [2025], pp. 78—
79).

The precise date of the Kidarite migration from Bactria into
Gandhara remains uncertain. However, historical evidence
indicates that the Kidarites were already established in Gandhara
prior to 356 CE. This is supported by the fact that Kabul came under
the influence of the Sasanian ruler Shapur Il in 356 CE, and Shapur
I's conflicts with the Kidarites are reported from this same region.

Ammianus Marcellinus also provides an account of Shapur II's
eastern campaigns. He reports that between 350 and 357 CE,
Shapur Il was engaged in warfare along the eastern frontiers
against the Chionites and the Euseni. Ghubar identifies the Euseni
with the Greater Kushans and the Chionites with the Lesser
Kushans or the Kidarites (Ghubar, 1386/2007, p. 574). This
narrative suggests that the Kidarites were present in the vicinity of
Kabul and that their leader was a figure named Grumbates.

Overall, the Kidarites were among the most active political and
military forces in northern and western Ariana. They fought against
the Sasanian Empire and for a brief period became tributaries of
that state. However, this tributary status did not last long, and the
Kidarites preserved their political existence until the early fifth
century CE. They also pursued a relatively moderate policy toward
the Gupta state in India and sought to maintain their territorial
control (Amini, 1394/2015, p. 37).
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Turkic and Hunnic groups, inhabited the steppes between Lake
Balkhash and the Aral Sea during the first half of the fourth century
CE. He claims that the Chionites brought a branch of Saka
nomads under their military domination. Referring to Shapur II's
campaigns in the winter of 356-357 CE, he concludes that the
Kidarites should be regarded as Western Huns. However, Zafar
Payman dismisses this narrative as largely speculative and lacking
reliable historical and archaeological support.

The French historian and archaeologist Roman Ghirshman, in
his 1948 work on the Chionites and the Hephthalites, devoted a
substantial portion of his research to the Kidarites. Ghirshman
identifies Kidara as a contemporary of Shapur Il and argues that the
Chionites or White Huns were inhabitants of Central Asia. He dates
the establishment of the Kidarite state in Balkh to 371 CE and
places the end of their rule in the reign of Bahram IV. In contrast,
the German numismatist Robert Goébl, drawing upon coinage
studies, proposed an alternative argument. Gobl maintains that
Kidara was not Kushan, but rather Aryan and Hunnic in origin. He
further contends that the Kidarites did not possess a large
centralized state, but instead consisted mainly of smaller semi-
independent rulers (Gébl, 1967, p. 214).

Within this scholarly debate, Zafar Payman offers a different
conclusion based on a broad analysis of academic perspectives. He
argues that many theories regarding Sasanian domination over the
Kushans are grounded primarily in the translation and interpretation
of terms inscribed on coinage. He emphasizes that the existence of
several coins cannot, by itself, be taken as definitive evidence of
political or military domination by one power over another.
Consequently, he proposes two possibilities: first, that cultural and
commercial relations between the two empires may have led to the
circulation of shared coinage; and second, that Sasanian rulers may
have imitated Kidarite coinage for purposes of international trade
(Payman, 2011, p. 21).

Other sources likewise associate the fall of the Kushans with
Sasanian attacks. These accounts suggest that the Sasanians
invaded Kushan territories through Sistan and Herat and annexed
portions of their lands. This process allegedly forced the last ruler
of the Greater Kushans to retreat southward into Gandhara. The
same narrative maintains that following the collapse of the Greater
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Among existing interpretations, some theories identify the
Kidarites as remnants of the Kushans. The Japanese historian
Enoki argues that the Kidarites belonged to the Kushan dynasty and
gained independence from the mid-fifth century CE onward.
However, this theory does not fully align with all archaeological
evidence. In this regard, Kohzad identifies Kidara as the last ruler
of the Kushan Empire and the founder of the Kidarites after
Vasudeva (Kohzad, 1384/2005, vol. 2, p. 569). This perspective
implies that the Kidarites may be interpreted as a direct continuation
of Kushan political structures, although such continuity may have
manifested within a new political framework.

Another viewpoint has been advanced by the Indian scholar
Prakash, who associates the rise of the Kidarites with the first half
of the fifth century CE. He attributes their migration from the north
into the southern Hindu Kush and the Gandhara region to pressure
from the Rouran (Juan-Juan) tribes. He further notes that, after
settling in the south, the Kidarites established a friendship pact with
the Sasanian state. Prakash also argues that the Kidarites were
expelled from Gandhara by the Hephthalites, leading to their
movement toward Punjab and the Ganges Valley. He ultimately
refers to their expulsion from northwestern India in 455 CE by
Skandagupta. However, Zafar Payman criticizes this account and
considers it inconsistent with historical evidence. Payman argues
that after the collapse of the central authority in Balkh, the Kidarites
initially settled in the southern Hindu Kush and later relocated to the
Peshawar region as a result of political and military pressures.

Curiel offers a distinct chronological interpretation of the
Kidarites. He argues that the decorative features of Kidara’s crown
bear closer resemblance to the crown of Yazdegerd Il rather than
that of Shapur Il. On this basis, he considers Kidara to have been a
contemporary of Yazdegerd Il. Nevertheless, Zafar Payman
regards this theory as unreliable, arguing that the divergence of
Western scholarly opinions has contributed to confusion in the
historiography of Central Asia. He further maintains that situating
the Kidarite period in the mid-fifth century CE is incompatible with
the political and historical realities of that era (Payman, 2011, p. 21).
In 1959, Altheim proposed a different theory, identifying the
Kidarites as Western Huns and describing them as a branch of the
Hephthalites. He further suggests that the Hephthalites, along with
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The Origins of the Kidarites

Political and cultural developments in Central Asiap articularly
in the region of Bactria during Late Antiquity constitute one of the
most complex historical phases of this area. The gradual collapse
of the Kushan Empire in the third century CE was the primary factor
behind the weakening of a major regional power. At the same time,
this disintegration created the conditions for the emergence of new
political formations. Among the most significant powers to arise in
this context were the Kidarites.

The emergence of the Kidarites occurred during a period in
which traditional systems of authority were undergoing profound
transformation. Interactions between indigenous elements and
migrant forces intensified, compelling newly formed political entities
to employ symbolic instruments in order to legitimize their authority.
The Kidarites were among the groups that adopted Kushan titles
and symbols. This deliberate appropriation suggests that certain
institutional elements of the Kushan state continued to survive,
albeit in a reconfigured political form (Litvinsky, 1996, p. 140).

Numismatic evidence and Bactrian texts play a crucial role in
understanding the historical position of the Kidarites. These sources
indicate that this period did not represent a complete rupture from
Kushan traditions. They further demonstrate that elements of
administrative and economic continuity remained observable. Such
continuity implies that the Kidarites were not merely an invading
force; rather, they operated within existing frameworks and
reconstructed earlier institutional structures. Nevertheless, some
scholars, such as Robert Gébl, consider the Kidarites to be part of
a broader movement of the so-called “Aryan Huns” who entered the
region during this period (Goébl, 1967, p. 214).

The question of Kidarite origins and ethnic identity constitutes
one of the most fundamental debates in the study of Late Antique
Central Asia. The importance of this issue lies in its direct
relationship to interpreting the processes of political continuity and
transformation following the decline of the Kushans. The central
question is whether the Kidarites represented a continuation of the
Kushan elite or whether they should be understood as part of a
broader wave of Hunnic migrations. This is not merely a historical
question, but also a theoretical issue relevant to the analysis of
transitional states.
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Fig. (2), The gold coin of Vima Kadphises, the third Kushan king. On the obverse
of the coin, there is an image of the seated king facing right, wearing a diadem
and a crown. In his hand, a mace can be seen. Flames rise from his shoulders,
and on the left side, a tamgha symbol is visible. Along the obverse margin of the
coin, the king’s name is written in Greek script. On the reverse of the coin, there
is a standing image of the god Shiva, holding a trident in his right hand, standing
opposite the bull Nandi. The image is taken from the website:
www.facebook.com/Aghanistan Numasmitic. Date accessed: 12/1/1405.

Fig. (3), The gold coin of Huvishka, the Kushan king. On the obverse of the coin,
there is a bust of King Huvishka, holding a royal scepter in his hand, and an
inscription in Greek script reads: “King of Kings, the Kushan, Huvishka.” On the
reverse of the coin, the sun deity is depicted, with the Greek inscription “MIRO.”
The image is taken from the website: www.facebook.com/Afghanistan

Numismatics. Date accessed: 12/1/1405.
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Fig. (4), The gold dinar coin of Vasudeva, the Kushan king. On the obverse of the
coin, the standing image of the king is shown facing left, standing before a fire
altar, with flames rising from his shoulders. In his left hand, a trident is visible.
Along the margin of the coin, in the Bactrian language and Greek script, it is
written: “King of Kings Vasudeva.” On the reverse of the coin, the Indian god
Shiva is depicted facing the bull Nandi; in one hand he holds a trident, and in the
other hand he holds a diadem. Around the margin, the word “OESHO” is
engraved. The image is taken from the website: www.facebook.com/Afghanistan
Numismatics. Date accessed: 12/1/1405.
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This development resulted in the reduction of Kushan political
sovereignty and the gradual integration of these regions into the
Sasanian imperial framework. In the east, the rise of the Gupta
Empire led to the loss of major economic zones and urban centers
in northern India, thereby disrupting Kushan commercial networks.
Furthermore, pressure from Central Asian nomadic groups,
combined with demographic movements driven by climatic and
political changes, produced widespread instability along borders
and trade routes (Rezakhani, 2017, p. 130). Economically, the
redirection of trade routes and the relocation of exchange centers
into areas controlled by rival powers, together with declining
security on major roads, reduced state revenues and weakened the
economic foundations of the empire (Frye, 1984, p. 325).

In sum, the decline of the Kushan Empire was the result of the
simultaneous interaction of internal and external factors. The
weakening of domestic political and economic structures, combined
with geopolitical and military pressures from outside powers,
removed the Kushans from their position as a mediating regional
power and ultimately

led to their integration into, or replacement by, emerging
political formations.

standing image of the king is depicted facing left in the act of making an offering;
flames rise from his shoulders. Around the coin, in Greek script and the Bactrian
language, it is written: “King of Kings Kanishka the Kushan.” On the reverse of
the coin, there is a standing image of the Buddha with long locks of hair and a
halo of light around him, standing in a calm and confident posture. On the left
side, the word “BODDQ” is written in Greek. The photograph is taken from the
website:  www.facebook.com/Afghanistan Numismatists. Date accessed:
12/1/1405.
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factors (Cribb, 2015, p. 201). In general, the collapse of empires is
rarely the result of a single cause; rather, it reflects a complex
interaction of multiple factors, including the increasing costs of
maintaining political structures under conditions of diminishing
resources (Tainter, 1988, p. 37). In the case of the Kushans, this
decline can be interpreted within the broader context of shifting
power balances across Eurasia and the simultaneous pressures
exerted by rising regional powers. Furthermore, some studies
suggest that what is often described as “collapse” may in certain
cases represent a transformation in settlement patterns and political
structures rather than complete destruction, and should therefore
be understood as a transfer of power to new formations such as the
Kushanshahs (Petrie et al., 2019, p. 78).

From an internal perspective, one of the most fundamental
factors contributing to the decline was the absence of a stable
succession system. Following the death of strong rulers particularly
Vasudeva | political crises and rivalry among claimants to the throne
emerged, weakening central authority. As a consequence, power
gradually shifted from the imperial center to local elites, and regional
rulers in areas such as Bactria and Gandhara gained greater
autonomy. This development led to a reduction in military capacity,
disruption of the taxation system, and the deterioration of economic
management (Benjamin, 2018, p. 150). Moreover, the progressive
fragmentation of the empire into smaller political entities
undermined administrative and military cohesion, thereby
facilitating foreign intervention. Archaeological evidence, such as
the declining quality of coinage and changes in settlement patterns,
further indicates economic weakening and decreasing political
stability during the late Kushan period (Cribb, 2015, p. 210).

In addition, the increasing focus of the Kushans on the Indian
territories and their diminishing attention to Ariana created favorable
conditions for the infiltration and invasions of northern groups, which
in turn contributed to the weakening of Kushan authority in Bactria
(Kohzad, 1384/2005, vol. 2, p. 567).

Externally, the expansion of Sasanian power in the west
constituted one of the most decisive factors. Through the
aggressive policies of Ardashir | and Shapur I, portions of Kushan
territory particularly in Bactria and Gandhara came under Sasanian
influence, leading to the formation of the Kushanshah system.
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demonstrate his political prestige and ideological significance
(Zakirvich, 2023, pp. 123—124).

After Kanishka, Huvishka assumed power as the fifth Kushan
ruler and maintained the relative stability of the empire, ruling
approximately between 132—-164 CE (Dawudi, 1403 [2024], p. 72).
Numismatic evidence from various regions of Afghanistan and
Central Asia indicates the broad extent of his authority. His
inclination toward Buddhism, alongside respect for other religious
traditions, further reflects the atmosphere of religious tolerance
characteristic of this period (Faizi, 1404 [2025], p. 55).

In the subsequent stage, Vasishka referred to in some sources
as Kanishka Il came to the throne. Although information about his
reign remains limited, inscriptions and coinage provide evidence of
his role in sustaining Kushan political continuity (Azizi, 1355 [1976],
p. 43). Moreover, some studies date his reign to approximately 245—
260 CE. Numismatic evidence likewise suggests that he enjoyed
considerable influence (Loeschner, 2008, p. 26).

Finally, with the accession of Vasudeva, the final phase of the
Kushan Empire began. He is believed to have ruled around 182 CE,
or according to some sources between 191-230 CE (Loeschner,
2008, p. 28). During this period, cultural and religious orientations
increasingly shifted toward India, a development evident in
inscriptions and coinage. Despite the partial maintenance of
territorial integrity, the reign of Vasudeva reveals clear signs of the
gradual decline of the Kushan Empire (Faizi, 1404 [2025], p. 56).

The Decline of the Kushan State

The Kushan Empire, regarded as one of the most significant
political powers in Central and South Asia, emerged from the
confederation of the Yuezhi tribes and within a relatively short
period developed into a transregional empire. Its territory extended
from Bactria to the northern Indian subcontinent, and it played a
crucial role in connecting commercial networks between East and
West. By supporting international trade particularly within the
framework of the Silk Road the Kushans contributed to economic
prosperity and the expansion of cultural interactions among the
Hellenistic world, Iran, India, and China (Benjamin, 2018, p. 142).

Despite this period of prosperity, from the second half of the
third century CE onward the empire entered a gradual process of
decline, driven by a combination of political, economic, and military
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To gain a clearer understanding of the history of the Greater
Kushans, a systematic and chronological introduction of the
prominent rulers of this dynasty provides a more coherent picture of
the formation, expansion, and decline of the empire. This process
begins with Kujula Kadphises, recognized as one of the five Kushan
princes and the founder of the dynasty in Ariana. In both internal
and external sources, he is identified as the chief of the Guishuang
tribe. By selecting Bactria as his political center and expanding his
territory to the borders of the Parthians and southeastern
Afghanistan, he played a crucial role in establishing a strong
political authority. Moreover, his extension of control into Kapisa
and Kabul, and the foundation of a vast imperial structure, are
considered among his most significant achievements (Faizi, 1404
[2025], pp. 34).

Following him, Vima Takto came to power. He is identified as
the son of Kujula Kadphises and the father of Vima Kadphises, and
he played an important role in consolidating the political and
economic foundations of the Kushan Empire. The discovery of his
coinage in various regions indicates both a well-organized monetary
system and a considerable degree of political authority. In historical
sources, he is also referred to as Soter Megas (Faizi, 1404 [2025],
p. 36). According to recent archaeological research, his accession
is dated between 35-65 CE, or approximately 78 CE (Loeschner,
2008, p. 26).

Subsequently, Vima Kadphises, the third major Kushan ruler,
ascended the throne. As the son of Vima Takto, he expanded
Kushan authority into southern Hindukush and Gandhara. Chinese
sources refer to him as Yan-kao-chin, reflecting the extent of his
influence (Azizi, 1355 [1976], p. 17). Although scholarly debate
remains regarding the exact chronology of his reign, some sources
place it between 112—-126 CE (Loeschner, 2008, p. 26).

The zenith of Kushan imperial power is most clearly evident
during the reign of Kanishka, the fourth emperor of the dynasty, who
rose to power in the second century CE. His extensive empire
encompassed Bactria, Bukhara, Eastern Turkestan, northern India,
and the Ferghana Valley. This vast territorial reach is supported by
both historical evidence and numismatic data (Faizi, 1404 [2025], p.
42). Furthermore, royal titles attributed to him, such as “King of
Kings” and “Son of the Divine,” recorded in inscriptions,

141



LbeS Oliydios
2. What were the ethnic and historical origins of the Kidarites, and
how can scholarly interpretations of their provenance be critically
assessed?

3. How did the Kidarites consolidate their political authority as a
post-Kushan state, and what factors led to their decline and
eventual replacement by the Hephthalites?

A Brief Overview of the History of the Kushan
Empire

The Kushan Empire was one of the most significant ancient
powers in Central Asia, Afghanistan, and northern India, founded
by the Yuezhi tribes (of likely Indo-European origin). This empire
emerged upon the ruins of the Greco-Bactrian Kingdom, with its
political center established in Bactria (Balkh). The Kushans rose to
prominence through the unification of the Yuezhi tribes under the
leadership of Kujula Kadphises, rapidly expanding their territorial
dominion.

In Chinese sources, the Kushans are referred to as the
Guishuang (&38), which corresponds to the Kushan people.
According to the Hou Hanshu (Book of the Later Han), chapter 88,
the Yuezhi migrated to the land of Daxia (Bactria) after their defeat
by the Xiongnu and divided the region into five principalities. Later,
the Guishuang leader named Qiujiugue unified the remaining
principalities, proclaimed himself king, and carried out extensive
conquests (Taishan, 2011, pp. 1-2). After his death, his son
continued the expansion of power, and the Guishuang
subsequently came to be recognized as a major imperial force.

Scholars generally agree that Qiujiugue corresponds to Kujula
Kadphises, the founder of the Kushan dynasty. Accordingly, the
Kushans originated from the Guishuang branch of the Greater
Yuezhi, who, following the consolidation of the tribes, developed
into a coherent political power.

Regarding the early capital of the Kushans, it is suggested that
a city known as Jian-shi served as their initial center of rule. This
city was likely located north of the Amu Darya in the Kashka-Darya
region and may correspond to the archaeological site of Qal‘a-ye
Zakhuki Maron (Loeschner, 2008, p. 8). This area appears to have
played an important role in consolidating early Kushan authority.
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administrative structures, their economic and cultural features, and
finally the factors that led to their downfall. This research aims to
demonstrate that the Kidarites were not a phenomenon entirely
detached from the past, but rather part of the historical continuity of
power in this region, and that their position should be examined
within the broader framework of transitional states and processes
of political legitimization during Late Antiquity.

Research Objective

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a historical and
analytical examination of the Kidarites as a post-Kushan polity and
to assess their role in the continuity or disruption of political,
economic, and cultural structures following the collapse of the
Kushan Empire.

Significance of the Study

The significance of this research lies in the fact that the
Kidarites represent one of the lesser-known yet crucial links in the
history of Afghanistan and Central Asia, playing a key role during
the transitional period between the decline of the Kushans and the
rise of the Hephthalites. The study of the Kidarites is not only
essential for understanding the political history of Bactria, Kabul,
and Gandhara, but also contributes to a broader comprehension of
processes of “continuity and transformation” within ancient state
formations. Moreover, given the extensive use of numismatic
evidence, this research provides valuable insights into the
economic foundations, political legitimacy, and cultural interactions
of Late Antiquity, thereby offering a basis for more specialized future
studies on the region’s history.

Research Methodology

The methodology employed in this article is descriptive-
analytical and is primarily based on library research. Data have
been collected through Persian and foreign historical sources,
contemporary academic studies, historiographical accounts, and
particularly numismatic evidence. The collected materials have then
been critically analyzed, and the differing scholarly perspectives
have been systematically compared.

Research Questions

1. What were the most significant political, economic, and
military factors contributing to the collapse of the Kushan Empire?
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Under these circumstances, the Kidarites emerged as one of the
most important post-Kushan states. The Kidarites were not merely
a temporary or purely invading force; rather, in many respects they
appear to have continued the administrative and economic
structures of the Kushans. By employing Kushan legitimizing
symbols most notably the adoption of the title “Kushan-shah” and
the continuation of Kushan coinage traditions they sought to
consolidate their authority among the populations under their rule.
Consequently, the study of the Kidarites is not simply an
examination of a political dynasty, but rather an exploration of a
crucial transitional stage in the history of Afghanistan and Central
Asia one in which the concepts of “continuity” and “rupture” in
political power can be observed simultaneously.

Furthermore, one of the major issues in Kidarite historiography
concerns scholarly disagreements regarding their origins and ethnic
identity. Some researchers consider the Kidarites to be direct
successors of the Kushan elite, whereas others identify them as
part of broader Hunnic migrations or steppe nomadic groups. These
divergent interpretations have ensured that the Kidarites remain a
central topic of academic debate. Available historical evidence
particularly numismatic data and Bactrian texts plays a crucial role
in clarifying this issue. In the absence of extensive written sources,
coinage functions as a condensed historical record, providing
valuable insights into political structures, economic systems,
legitimizing symbols, and even the cultural interactions of this
period.

In addition, the examination of the political and economic
organization of the Kidarites holds particular significance because
this polity was situated between the major powers of its time,
including the Sasanians, the Guptas, and newly emerging groups
such as the Hephthalites. This geopolitical position compelled the
Kidarites to constantly navigate between warfare, diplomacy, and
political compromise. Ultimately, these multidirectional pressures
and broader regional geopolitical transformations, along with
internal structural weaknesses, paved the way for the decline of the
Kidarites and the rise of the Hephthalites.

Accordingly, the present study, drawing upon historical sources
and numismatic evidence, seeks to analyze the background of the
Kushan decline, the rise of the Kidarites, their political and
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transitional polity by adopting Kushan legitimizing traditions, such
as the use of the title “Kushan-shah,” and by maintaining elements
of the existing monetary and administrative systems. Nevertheless,
military and political pressures from the Hephthalites, along with
broader geopolitical transformations in the region, contributed to
their gradual weakening and eventual collapse. This study
demonstrates that the Kidarites represent a prominent example of
political continuity and resilience during a period of fragmentation in
the political history of this region.

Keywords: Kidarites, Kushans, Post-Kushan State,
Numismatics, Bactria, Gandhara, Hephthalites.

Introduction

Central Asia and the regions encompassing Bactria, Kabul, and
Gandhara experienced one of their most dynamic yet complex
historical phases during Late Antiquity. Owing to its distinctive
geopolitical position, this area consistently served as a major zone
of interaction and confrontation among great civilizations such as
India, China, and the Hellenistic world. Among the most significant
powers to establish a coherent political structure and a vast imperial
system in this historical crossroads was the Kushan Empire. By
expanding their dominion from Bactria to northern India, the
Kushans not only played a pivotal role in politics and military affairs,
but also contributed to economic prosperity and extensive cultural
exchanges through their control of international trade routes,
particularly those associated with the Silk Road.

Despite the prosperity of this empire, signs of weakness and
decline became evident from the second half of the third century CE
onward. Internal factors such as succession crises, the weakening
of central authority, and the difficulties of administering an extensive
territory, combined with external pressures including Sasanian
military expansion from the west, the rise of the Gupta Empire in the
Indian subcontinent, and the movements of nomadic groups from
the north and east, gradually undermined the cohesion of the
Kushan state. As a result, the political structure of the empire
fragmented into smaller units, creating favorable conditions for the
emergence of transitional and local polities.
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of Power after the Kushan Empire

By: Assistant Researcher Hekmat Rahman Amiri

Abstract

The Kushan Empire was one of the major powers of the ancient
world in Central Asia, Afghanistan, and northern India. From the
second half of the third century CE onward, it entered a gradual
decline as a result of both internal and external pressures. This
collapse created the conditions for the emergence of new political
entities, including the Kidarites, who played a significant role as one
of the post-Kushan states in the regions of Bactria, Kabul, and
Gandhara.

Drawing on historical sources, numismatic evidence, and an
analysis of contemporary scholarly perspectives, the present study
examines the origins of the Kidarites as well as their political
structure, economy, and cultural characteristics. The findings
indicate that the Kidarites were able to establish a relatively stable
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