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An Analytical Study of Moral Teachings in the
Shahnamah of Ferdawsi

Assistant Professor Mir Ahmad Khusraw Wasifi
Asistant Professor Dr. Sayed Taslim Kawian

Abstract

In the Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, beyond epic and historical narratives,
has also expressed moral values and ethical teachings. This great
literary work portrays concepts such as justice, courage, wisdom,
patriotism, truthfulness, and the avoidance of oppression through
various stories and characters. The main issue of this research is to
examine the role and status of moral teachings in
the Shahnameh and their impact on Dari Persian culture and
literature. Our aim in this study is to identify the most important
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moral concepts found in the Shahnameh and to analyze these
concepts in the behavior and speech of its fictional characters. The
significance of this research lies in the fact that the Shahnameh is
not merely a literary work, but also a valuable source for
understanding the ethical and cultural thought of this ancient and
legendary land, the study of which can be effective in strengthening
cultural identity and transmitting human values to future
generations. The foundation of this research is descriptive-
analytical, based on the Nameh-ye Bastan (Book of Antiquity),
edited by Jalal al-Din Kazazi, published in 2011 (by SAMT
Publishing). Relevant examples related to moral concepts have been
extracted and analyzed from this edition. The findings of this
research indicate that Ferdowsi, through the characters of
the Shahnameh, has articulated and promoted moral virtues while
condemning human vices. It should be noted that wisdom and
justice are emphasized as the most fundamental ethical principles
throughout the Shahnameh. The results of this study demonstrate
that the Shahnameh is not merely an epic work, but rather a work
rich in moral and human teachings that can play a significant and
essential role in the individual and social development of today's
society.

Keywords: Literature, Ethics / Morality, Shahnameh (The Book of
Kings), Good Thoughts (Pendar-e Nik), Good Deeds (Kerdar-e
Nik), Good Words (Goftar-e Nik).
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A Comparative Study of the Linguistic Theories of
the Prague and Copenhagen Schools

Assistant Researcher M. Reza Mosavi

Abstract

This research conducts a comparative study of two major schools
of structuralist linguistics: the Prague School and the Copenhagen
School. The aim of this study is to elucidate the theoretical
foundations, methodologies, achievements, and influences of these
two schools on contemporary linguistics. The research employs a
descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach, and
data collection has been carried out through library research. The
findings indicate that the Prague School and the Copenhagen
School share commonalities due to their origins in a common
intellectual current, while also exhibiting differences arising from
their distinct theoretical foundations. The common ground between
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both schools lies in their structuralist approach and their attention
to the phoneme as the most fundamental component of the
linguistic system. Their difference, however, lies in their respective
approaches: the Prague School represents a functional approach,
while the Copenhagen School embodies a formal and abstract
approach, each charting different paths in the development of
structuralism.

Keywords:  Linguistics,  Structuralism,  Prague  School,
Copenhagen School, Phoneme, Semantic Opposition / Distinctive
Features.
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An Analytical Study of Qur'anic Adaptation and
Verbal Quotation in Khwaja Abdullah Ansari's
Munajat-namah

Asistant Professor Amrullah Nabil
Wajiza Nabil

Abstract

Munajat-namah (The Book of Supplications) by Khwaja Abdullah
Ansari is one of the most distinguished works of Persian mystical
prose, in which the language of supplication is closely intertwined
with Qur'anic expressions and structures. This study investigates the
verbal presence of the Holy Qur'an in this work, focusing on two
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major intertextual techniques: quotation (iqtibas) and verbal
incorporation (tadmin). The main question is how Ansari
recontextualizes Qur'anic words, expressions, and syntactic
structures within the discourse of supplication and endows them
with mystical and rhetorical functions. Employing a descriptive-
analytical approach based on library research, the study identifies
and analyzes instances of Quranic quotation and verbal
incorporation in Mundajat-namah. The findings reveal that, through
quotation, Ansari transforms Qur'anic discourse into the intimate
language of supplication by modifying pronouns and syntactic
structures, while through verbal incorporation he embeds Qur'anic
phrases and expressions into the text in ways that reinforce the sense
of divine presence, inspire hope, elucidate divine guidance, and
portray the ultimate goal of the spiritual path. The study concludes
that the verbal presence of the Quran in Munajat-namah is not
merely a matter of citation or textual borrowing; rather, it represents
a creative reconfiguration of the language of revelation within the
framework of Persian mystical prose.

Keywords: Holy Qur'an; Munajat-namah; Khwaja Abdullah
Ansari; Qur'anic quotation (igtibas); verbal incorporation (tadmin);
Persian mystical prose.
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Sociological criticism of the story ""Famine Year"
by Akram Osman

Associate Prof. Dr. Dina Mohseni

Abstract

This research deals with the sociological analysis of the short story
"Famine Year” by Akram Osman based on Lucien Goldman's
theory of formative constructivism. The aim of the research is to
examine how the social structures and collective worldview of the
lower classes are reflected in this story. The research was conducted
with a qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical approach, and
the data were collected through a library study. The findings show
that the story "Famine Year” presents a realistic picture of poverty,
hunger, social inequality, and power relations in Afghan society.
The characters and events of the story reflect the historical
experience of the deprived classes, and there is a co-constructive
relationship between the narrative structure and the social
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conditions of the time. The results of the research show that the
theory of formative constructivism has a suitable capacity for
analyzing Afghan fictional texts, and the story "Famine Year” is a
clear example of the connection between literature and social reality.
Keywords: Akram Osman, Famine, Lucien Goldman, Formational
Constructivism, Sociology of Literature.
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The Use of Wise Satire in Masnavi-ye Ma'navi

Candidate for Asistant Professor Azizullah Rasikh
Assistant Professor Mir Ahmad Khusraw Wasifi

Abstract

Among Persian literary works, Rumi's Masnavi-ye Ma'navi stands
as one of the most outstanding examples that interweaves humor
with wisdom, mysticism, and religious teachings. Unlike purely
critical satire, Rumi's humor serves an educational and reformative
purpose, guiding humanity toward self-knowledge and the pursuit
of truth by exposing moral and intellectual weaknesses. Employing
a descriptive-analytical method, this study examines the
manifestations of wise humor in the Masnavi-ye Ma'navi and,
drawing upon selected verses from the Holy Quran, demonstrates
the connection between Rumi's thought and the ethical foundations
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of Islam. Four tales—"The Grammarian and the Boatman," "The
Jurist and the Stolen Turban,” "The Fly on the Donkey's Urine," and
"The Crooked-Mouthed Man"—are analyzed as prominent
examples of wise humor. According to the research findings, Rumi's
aim in employing humor is to critique scientific arrogance,
formalism, self-conceit, fault-finding, and human ignorance. In
Rumi's view, laughter serves as a tool for awakening reason,
reforming the soul, and attaining divine knowledge.

Keywords: Literature, Social Criticism, Allegorical Tales, Wise
Humor/ Philosophical Satire, Masnavi-ye Ma'navi (Rumi's Spiritual
Couplets).
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